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The Firſt Part, 


The INTRODUCTION. 


E have been long in Expectation of ſome 
extraordinary Produ&ions of the Eminent 
Convert of Oxford, His Age, his Learn- 
ing, and the prefent Conjuncture hath 
raiſed that Expectation very high; and tho 
the i] Succeſs of his Diſcourſes concerning 
the Preſence in the Sacrament, and tlie Adoration of it, hath 
ſunk his Reputation to a great Degree; it having appeared 
that he neither writes exactly, nor ſincerely , which hath lef- 
ſened him much in the Opinion of thoſe, who expected great 
things from him; Yer it was thought that matters of Hiſtory 
Would ſucceed better in his hand ; for it hath been long believ- 
ed, that he had examined thoſe Tranſactions very critically ; 
ſo that when I heard that he had undertaken this 5ubject, 1 ex- 
petted great Diſcoveries from him, and fancied thac inſtead of 
Extrafts out of Fuller and Heylin, we ſhould hu ve found Records, 
Original Papers, and the Cotten-Library, often cited. So it may 
be eaſily apprehended how much I was ſurpriſed, when I found a 
Book of ſuch a Volume, in which there was not the leaſt Diſcove- 


Ty of any new matters of FaCt; and that there was nothing in ir, 
A 2 buc 
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but a tedious Repeiition (very il] expreſſed in rough Engliſh) of 
Arouments that have been over and over again, both made and 
retured ; togecher With 2 Repreſentation of tie ſtite of Aﬀeairg jn 
the laſt Age, that was partly defeFtive, and paftly falſe. Je ſeemed 
ſtrange to me at firft View, toſee ſo large a Pook writ and Printed 
eight years after that Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation had 
appeared, without its taking the leaſt notice of that Work, which 
hath been {> well received, ſo much read, and which ſeems to he 
ſo well confirmed by the Proofs that accompany it, that fey 
Books of Hiſtory have gained a more general Reputation thanit 
hath done; and as none of the Roaan Communion have beenable 


hitherto,toſiy any thing for the Diſparagement of that Work, ex. 


cept Mr. Varillzs; fo te hath been fo ſeverely expoſed by they, 
that this attempt hath raiſed its Credir, mſtead of lefſermpet it 

[c is true, 'I'his Book feems to be a part of a great Work, 
and to have been writ many years ago. For as this appears 
many Parts of it, ſo more remarkably in one Paſſage , that 
ſhews it was written in the Interval between His Late Majeſin 
being re-eſtabliſscd 4s bis Throne , and the Reſtauration of Biſhqs; 
and therefore,  wken this Book was writ, the Author cduld not 
vouch other Hiſtorians,than ſuch as had then appeared. Yet,ſince 
the printing cf it was delayed fo long; and fince it is betievedht 
the Author and the Publiſher is the ſaihe Perſon, bemight hare 
given himſelf the trouble to have reviewed his Work, or atkaſ 
to have added ſore Appendix relating ro'that more copiots and 
authentical Account which Dr. Brrner hath given us of out Refir 
maticn. For if the Dr. hath deceived the World by a falſe Repre 
ſentation of Matters; yet ic muſt be confeſſed, that he hath donet 
with ſo good a Grace, and with ſuch appearances of Sincerity,and 
of proving what he relates, and that both oor Coumrymenand 
Forreigners have read that Work fo mn (as appears by the 
verallmpreſlions at home, and the ſeveral Tranſlutions thathie 
been printed beyond Sea ) that it was foo great an Omiſflonin 
the Author of this Recitzl, if be be (ti}l alive, that he hath nei 
mentioned that Hiſtory, nor ſaid any thing to ruin the Reputt 
tion it hath ga.ned. 

I am, I confeſs. much inclined to believe, that he who hath pub 
liſhed this Book, could not hzve writ ir. For as there is nothing" 
ic that Anſwers the Reparaticn ke hath in the World ; ſo them 
of writing it, ſeems a Demonſtration that he cannot be the Auth 
of it, For what Opinion can we have of a mans Conſcience, 
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his Probity; or his Honour, that could write ſach a Book againſt 
the Reformation) and the Church of England in the yeaw1660, and 
*t could continue in the Communion of our Church, concurring 
"ot only in the As of our daily Iorſhip, but mixing with us in the 
Holy Sacrament 2.5 years after this! Such a Criminal Compliance 
hath ſo many foul Characters upon it, that aſter all the Charity 
to Which a man can carry his thoughts, he can ſcarce know how 
to have one 200d thought of a Perſon capable of ſo black and ſuch 
a long continued Diſfimulation, both cowards God and Man. 
Whether Oaths and Subſcriptions hare not come in likewiſe to 
enhancethe guilt of ſo horrid a Diſſimulation, I do not know ; buc 
even tho that hath not been in the caſe, God and Man hath been 
ſufficiently mocked. This is that which makes me very unwilling 
to believe char the Anthor of this Book could continue in all the 
Atts of vitib!e Communion with this Charch,ſo.many years after 
he writ it,tho I corifels he ſpeaks fo fofcly,and wirh fo littleDereſta- 
tion of the Compliance of the Popiſh Clergy in Edward the 6:h's 
time,that this looks too like a man rhdt was reſolved to venture on 
the ſame guilt; for he rells ns in his harſh Stile, That the perpetual 
cutwird compliance of ſore other Biſhops contrarily aff«&ed, ſince there 
preceded brfore it penalties and fears,and the ſeeing of the prime Biſhops 
to be impriſoned and ejefed for ſtanding ont, is far from an authen- 
tical Conſent, and unjnftly reckoned as ſuch. For tho none can know 
mens Hearts, but hy their outward appearances, yet where mens Votes 
are asked, after Penalties, Impriſonments of others, Threats,@C. which 
are ſo ſtrong motives of Diſſemulation, Now all that conform in theſe, 
nre to be preſurned Comp/iers, and none free Voters. And afterwards 
without expreſſing any horror at it, he owns, That many of the 
mfericr Clergy remained ſtill of the old Religion ; which he goes a- 
bout to prove by ſeveral Reaſons. And yet after all this,there was 
nothing to be apprehended in King Edward's days, by ſuch of 
the Clergy as would-not receive the Reformation, but the loſs of 
their Benefices; which (if we are not miſtaken in the Man) our 
Author felt to be ſuch a /#rong m11#ve of Diſſimulation, that he re- 
ſolved to be overcome by it. If a ſingle Act of impious Worſhip 
apainſt a mans Conſcience, was thought ſo heinous a crime by 
the Primitive Church, that it could not be expiated , but by a 
enence of many years continnance ; then certainly, the ſame 
IN repeared in the courſe of ſo many years againſt ſuch clear 
Coniftions of Conſcience, mult be confeſſed to be ſo heinous a 
Tranſgreſſion, that according to the Spirit of the Primitive —_ 
ſ\uc 
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ſich an Offender could have expected no other Grace, "but t, 
obtain the Peace of the Church in his laſt Agonies. To ſeq 
man change, is natural, eſpecially where a preſent Intereſt isthe 
motive ; but it is a degree of Impiety, of which one would hope 
there are few men capable to lye ſo long, and ſo ſolemnly both 
to God and Man. But Icome now tolook a little more narromly 
into the matter of this Treatiſe. 

I will not at all engage my ſelf to examine a great many Paſ. 
ſages that are cited in it, out of ſome of our Authors, andin par. 
ticular out of Dr. Heylin, and Mr. Thorndike : When we objetto 
thoſe of the Church of Rowe ſome things out of Eraſmus or Caf 
ſander ; or for Hiſtorical Matters, when we cite P. Paul or Thu 
es ; We know with how much neglect they pur by theſe Auth. 
rities, as if they were not concerned in them; tho theſe Perſon 
lived and died in the Viſible Communion of 'their Church. And! 
do not ſee why we may not take the ſame liberty with ſuch Wri. 
ters, that tho they have been in Communion with our Church, 
yet have ic ſeems continued in it with ſome difhiculty. And itil 
not appear very ſtrange if at the end of our Civil Warsthoſe 
Perſons, who ſaw the ill eftefts of ſome if] Principles very appe- 
rently, were carried by the Impreſſions which thoſe Confuſions 
made upon them, to oppoſe thoſe diforders by an over-bendingd| 
their notions to the other Extream. For this is an exceſs to which 
the humane nature is ſo liable, that it were a wonder if all wr- 
ters. eſpecially men of warm Tempers, that had been ſowerd 
by ii] uſage, had been preſerved from it z ſo that I will wholly 
wave all that he cites from theſe or any others of our Authors, 
and will come to the matters themſelves. 


CHAP-E 


Of the Importance of thoſe Matters Objefted to the Refir- 
mation, ſuppoſing them all true. 


x HE Diſputes that we had with the Church of Rowe, were 

. at firſt managed with more ſincerity by our Adverſarics 
than they have been of late ; They juſtified their Church n 
thoſe Points for which we accuſed her, and objeted che ſtrongell 
things they could to ours ; but when they felt their Cauſe t00 


weak to be maintained by fair methods, then they betook _ 
elyes 
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cles to others that were indeed leſs ſincere, but yet were more 
the MW 2pt to make impreſſions on weak minds. In France, and among 
ope il us Three new Methods have appeared of late Years. The Firſt 
was to take off men from entring into the merits of the Cauſe, 

and to prepoſleſs chem with ſuch prejudices againi the Reforma- 
tion, as might lead them to condemn it without examining : 
ic, WM To a diſcerning mind this method furniſhes the ſtrongeſt of all 
ejudices againſt thoſe who uſe it ; this ſhews ſuch a diſtruſt of 
the Cauſe it ſelf, and it diſcovers it ſelf ſo plainly to be a trick, 
uf that it gives every man ayuſt ground of indignation againſt thoſe 

MW uto fly to it : Beſides, that it affords a good Plea to all men to 
' WW continue in the Religion in which they were born and bred, with- 
-. Wl ut hearkning to any new diſcoveries ; for if the Grounds upon 
41 {MI vbich che Reformation was made, were good, it ſignifies little 
to an Enquirer into Truth, whether this Work was ſer on foot, 
+ WO ind managed withall the exaCtneſs and regularity that might 
il hare been deſired, or not: Truth is always Truth from what 
hand ſoever it comes ; and the right way to find it out, is to 
ſree our minds from all prejudices, that ſo we may examine 
matters with unprepoſlefſed underſtandings. 

A Second Method is,to perſwade the World that we have not 
yet underſtood one another ; that Popery hath only appeared 
odious,becauſe it was Miſrepreſented to the world in falſe colours; 
but that it will be found to be quite another thing if it is truly 
repreſented. The Biſhop of Meaux had the honour to begin this 
piece of Legerdemain ; our men of the Mio here have too 
ſlender a ſtock of their own, and therefore they give us the 
French Mode in Controverſie, as well as our Gaſllants do it in 
Cloaths; fo they have thought to do wondrous feats with this 
method of Repreſenting; but the want of ſincerity of that Pre- 
late, in this as well as in other things,hath been ſo evidently made 
7- I out, that if fome men had nor a Secret that makes them proof 
againſt all diſcoveries, he would be a little out of Countenance 
and our Repreſenters here are ſo expoſed, that nothing is wanting 
for their conviction, but a ſenſe of that ſhame with which they 
have been covered. It is indeed a ſtrange piece of confidence 
Inmen, to come and offer to convince the World, That after 
Diſpates of 1 50 years continuance, neither ſide hath underſtood 
the ſtate of the Controverſie : and tho the ſame Dectees of 
Councils, and the ſame forms of Worſhip are ſtill received ; 
yetall theſe things muſt of a ſudden ſo change their nature, that 

in 
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in defiance of all that, which upon other occaſions they ſay in 
behalf of Tradition, a new diſcovery ſhould be made, eiving uy 
new ſenſes of all thoſe things ; but whatſoever ſucceſs that Book 
may have haC, wherea plundering Army managed the Argy. 
ment, Yet it is become now as ridiculous here, as it is pretended 
to have been ſucceſsful beyond Sea. 

A Third Methcd is the ſetting up the Credit of Oral Traditin, 
not upon the Authority of ſome paſſages of Scripture, but upen 
this general Topic, 1 hat one Age muſt needs have delivered 
the ſame Faith to the ſucceeding Age, that it had received from 
that which went beſore ir; and by conſequence, that we muſt 
have in the preſent Age, the ſame Dottrine which the Apoſtles 
delivered at firſt, 17 Ages ago. It was found, That he Ant 
rity of the Church could not well be founded on paſlagesef 
Scripture, for then we muſt be allowed. firſt to believe the Seri: 
ture, and its Authority and Genuineneſs, and then to enquire 
into the meaning of thoſe Paſſages, and to examine to which of 
all the different Churches that are in the world, they do belong: 
Now it was apparent, That if it were once allowed, that we 
may Carry our enquiries ſo far asto be able to ſettle onr ſelres 
in theſe points, then this Infaſlible Authority 1s not-fo neceſſary 
ro us, as they would make us believe, ſince we are ſuppoſedto 
have found good Proofs for believing the Scriptures, and for 
diſcovering the true meaning of the hardeſt paſſages in them; 
without its help. Now this would ſpoil all, and throw out thoſe 
Arguments that perſwade us of the neceflity of an infaſſibk 
Judg, both for our finding out, and for our expounding the 
Scriptures 3 they are now ſenſible of all this, and ſee that it sa 
very falſe Method of arguing to prove the Scriptures by the 
Church, when the Church muſt be firſt proved by'the Scriptures; 
and therefore they do betake themſelves to the Infallibility of 0- 
ral Tradition,founding it upon this General Topic, That alltht 
men of one Ape muſt needs have inſtrated the following Age 
the ſame Faith that they had received from the former Age, and 
upon this a great many imaginarylImpoſlibilities are reckoned! 
ro ſhew,rhar this could not fail, and fo they infer the certainty 
this method of Conveyance. Now this-is ſo extravagantlyR& 
culous, and ſo contrary to the common Experience of 2ll mat 
kind, that all that can poſſibly be ſaid to ſupport it, ſignifies 0 
more but to ſhew how many fire things a man of wit can fay 


prove the Impoſſibility of a thing which yet every man — I 
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nows is not only poſſible, but is ſo certain an effect of ſuch an Oral 
Conveyance, that it is rather impoſlible it ſhould not fail. How was 
the firſt Oral Tradition of the Religion delivered to Adam, corrupt- 
ed? Tho tke long lives of the firſt Patriarchs is a much ſtronger 
Argument for proving theimpothibility of ſuch a corruption, than 
any that theſe Gentlemen can alledg. How was the Jewiſh Religion 
ed corrupted in our Saviours time, tho the only Scene of their Solemn 
Worſhip being at Feruſalem, and the a{ſembling of their whole Na- 
tion in their Temple three times a year, are much ſtronger induce- 
ments to make us conclude that it was impoſſible for an Oral Con- 
w veyance to mifcarry among them, than any that can be pretended 
to amongſt Chriſtians? Do we not ſee that the moſt common Tran!- 
nt MW actions are ſo diverſified after they have paſſed througha few hands, 
that Truth is very ſoon loſt, when it hath no better Standard than 
no. WI Fame and Chat? Do not all Languages change ſo much in a courſe 
1of I of ſome ages, that thoſe who lived here 500 years ago, would be nn 
ip- I more underſtood, if they were now among us ; 'and yet it were eaſie 
ire WI to point out the Infallibility of the conveyance of a Language with 
\ of MW much livelier colours than theſe men can lay on here. If Oral Tra- 
ng: WI dition hath any pretenſion to certainty, it muſt be chiefly with rela- 
we BY tion to ſuch things as are ſenſible and viſible, and that fall under the 
res BY obſervation of all men ; for in matters that are ſpeculative, it is na- 
ary WY focal for every man todreſs them according to thoſe explications 
div WI with which he cloaths them ; and if his Reputation either for Piety, 
Learning, or a true underſtanding of matters is eſtabliſhed, it is ſo 
probable, that theſe will be ſo well received, that what was believed 
none age in ſome general words, will be believed inanother, with 
the addition of thoſe new explications, that it were indeed a won- 
der if if were otherwiſe, eſpecially in Ages of Ignorance and Super- 
ftition : Tf it is found that in things which are ſenſible, this Oral T'ra- 
dition is ſo certainly changed,that we are as ſure of it as we can poſ- 
ibly be of any matter of Hiſtory ; then itis a vain thing to go abour 
to perſwade us, that this is an infallible conveyance in matters of 
Votrine, ſince it 'is plain, that the one is much more like 


gein i © be ſure, than the other can ever be ſuppoſed te be. If in the 
and i Worſhip of God the Adoration of Images and Saints, and anin- 
ed op  frity of new Rites are brought in; if in the Sacrament, the Adorati- 
wy oy nf it, the denying the Cup to all except the Prieſt, the denying the 
Rid: BY d4crarmen; to Infants; if in the Government of the Church che Popes 


mate MP bare not only brought the other Biſhops to become ſubjeC to them, 
1es-00 i bt have broke through the Authority of Metropolitans, and the 
ſay 10 ality that was ſerled between themſelves and the otherPatriarchs, 


0 theſe things were enacted by the firſt General Councils : if 
B Fopes 
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Popes have got poſſeſſion of an Authority over Princes, when th 
wereeithertereticks,or were favourers of Herericks,and have main. 
tained this Poſſeſſion theſe laſt 600 years ;, if, I ſay, all theſe thingy 
wai'ch are not only ſenſible, but are very contrary to thoſe Inclinati 
ons and Intereſts, that are the powertut Springs of human nature 
hace yet been brought into the worid fo manifeſtly,is it any Wonder 
if indark ages (in which a blind Obedience, and an unreſerved Sy. 
miſſion to Church-men were looked on as the chief Branches of (4. 
tholick Reiigion) a great many new Doctrines, that were infinitely 
for the adv=ntege of a corrupt and deſigning Clergy were intry. 
duced and received ? Inftead of wondring atthe ſucceſs of all theb 
Innovations. we ſhould have had much more reaſon to wonder 
they had not prevailed. 

But noon the whole matter, all thefe new Methods ſhew us, that 
thoſe who manage them, tee the weakneſs of the old ones, and that 
their Cauſe cannot be maintained on that bottom, on which the 
Writers of Controverſie had at firſt put it, and that therefore they 
muſt alittle charge their way : and this being an age.in which Wi 
and fine Thoughts are highly valued, thoſe who fancied they were 
Maſters in thoſe, hoped to raiſe a ſunk Cauſe, which how ſuccefful 
{oever it may be, when it is managed by Dragoons, yet hath never 
appeared more naked and deſpicable, than it hath done of late years 
Therefore they have given this new Air and Turn to the common 
Subjects of the Authority of the Church,and of Tradition, and hare 
betaken themſelves to the certainty of Oral Tradition, as their laf 
retrenchment:and after all thofe Declamatiuns thar have been made 
of late, againſt thoſe who pretended not to carry the aſſurancedl 
our Religion beyond a moral certainty,they now fly to a Plea,whid 
ifit were true, is but at moſt a moral certainty, but is ſo far from 
being true, that we have as much certainty as we can have ford 
negative Propoſition, that it is and ever muſt be falſe. 

The Author of this Treatiſe offers us a new Eſſay of one of the 
late Methods;for inſtead of attacking our Reformation in any df 
eſſential Parts, he goes about: only to prove that it was not Canotte 
cal:and all this, when it were granted to be true,amounts tono mot 
than chis,that the Corruptions of the Church of Rowe having bt 
extreamly advantageous to theClergy,the greater part of themwelt 
coo much locked up in Ignorance, and too much addicted to tie 
Intereſts to admit of any change , and that therefore the leſſer pitt 
was forced to make uſe of the Civil-Power to ſupport them In 
forming thoſe Abuſes. But this muſt be acknowledged to be lawfil 
otherwiſe all National-Reformations from received Errors, at 


more to be thought on. For ſuppoſe an Error hath oyerſpread a M 
ti 
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onal Church, which is a Suppoſition that none can deny,fince how 
«fa[ſible ſoever the Catholick Chnrch may be ſappoſed to be, it is 
i| diſpute, that every. particular Church may be ſo over-run wich 
Frrors, that the greater part may be infected ; and if this falls to te 
1 conjunture. in Which a General Council cannot be called, and 
the Hereſy is new,ſuCh, as for inſtance, the Pe/agian was, when it 
fiſt appeared, ſo that it had ſpread far before it had been condemn- 
ed by 4 General Council; what muſt be done in ſuch a caſe, if the 
Prince may not ſupport che Sounder, tho the leſſer Part? So thae ac- 
cording to this Suppoſition, if thoſe DoCtrines and Forms of Wor- 
hip that were reformed in the laſt Age, were Erroneous or Idola- 
rous, then any ſuppoſed lrregularities that might be in the way of 
managing it,can never blemiſh that work. lt is certain, that all Rules 
xe only for quiet times ; in the days of Peace and Order, the tranſ- 
ing of eſtabliſhed Rules, is without doubt a very cenfſurable 
thing ; but this muſt not be applied to all cimes : For tho in a ſetled 
ime we know how much reſpect we owe to Judges and Miniſtersof 
Fate, yet if theſe very Perſons will go to ſet on a Rebellion, and 
authorize it, all chat reſpect ought preſently to be thrown off. 


CHAP. Il. 


Some General Conſiderations upon what is alledged of the Un- 
canonical Proceedings in the Progreſs of our Reformation. 


T hath a very ill Grace to ſee a man of the Roman Communion 

talk ſo highly of the obligation toobey theCanons of theChurch, 
bas almoſt to Unchurch us, upon ſome ſuppoſed Irregularities in 
WrReformation.For what is the whole Conſtitution of the Papacy,but 
one continued ContradiCtion to all the Ancient Cancns ? And what 
s the whole modern Canon Law, but the Exaltation of the Papal 
Authority above all the Canons of the Church ? Is there any thing 
cearerin the Primitive times, than the eſtabliſhing the Authority of 
Metropolitans, that was confirmed by the Council of Nice : the 
qqualling the Biſhops of Ccn/antinople to the Biſhops of Rome, which 
was done by the 2.4 and 4thGeneralCouncil:the eſtabliſhing the 1nde- 
-ndency of thoſe Churches that were in poſſeſſion of it,and ſo freeing 
em from all Subordination to other Sees, which was done by the 
36Genera/Council?Andyer,tho here we ſee the four firſtGeneralCoun- 
cls all concurring to eſtabliſh this form of Government, the Pa pal- 
Power 1s no other than a breaking in upon all theſe Canons. What is 


Pore uncanonical than the eſtabliſhing Legatine-Courts,the receiving 


of Appeals,the obliging of Biſhovs to ſue for theirBulls in theCourt of 
2 Rome, 
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Rome: the diſpenſing with all the Canons of the Church, the exetnpe. 
ing all the Regulars from Obedience to their Biſhops, which is no 
only contrary to the expreſs Canon of the Council of Chalcedey,byt 
is plainly contrary to that Authority that Biſhops derive from Chrig 
co-govern the Flocks commutted to rheir care. In ſhort, the whole Sy. 
ſtem of the Church and Court of Rexe,is fo direCt a revolt from af 
the Primitive Canons, that it is a degree of Confidence, Which [ d 
not envy in our Author,for him to talk of uncanonical Proceedings, 

Canons are Rules eſtabliſhed,either by Provincial Synods,or more 
General Councils, which import no more but that they ought tohe 
commonly obſerved ; for it is plain, that there is no Church in the 
World,that hath looked on the Canons of the former times, as things 
ſo ſacred and unalterable, that they could never be diſpenſed with, 
The Schiſm of the two Popes at Rowe and Awignon, and all thatya 
done in conſequence of it, was uncanonical with a Witneſs; and yet 
how was all that buried by the Council of Conſtance? And tho oneof 
the two Obediences was certainly in a ſtate of Schiſm, yet all that wa 
naſſed over, and without any Submiſlion of either ſide, all was heal 
ed up. 

The whole Conſticution of Metropolitans with their Provincial$y. 
nods,which was the ancienteſt and cleareſt of all the Primitive Rules 
ariſes only out of the ſeveral Diviſions of the Provinces of the Roms 
Empire. When then the Civil Conſtitution of all Exrope is ſo muchal 
tered from what it was then; all thar Fabrick ſubſiſts now ratherup- 
on a reſpeCt to ancient Rules, than from the Authority of thoſe C:- Wt 
nons, Which can no more remain, the ground upon which they were ll 
built, being nowremoved. And one may as well pretend,that wear 
bound to obey the old Rowan Law,or the Feudal Law,becaulſe tho WW! 
Laws were once received amongſt us;as to tell us,that we are bound 
to obey all the ancient Canons,eſpecially thoſe that had a viſibleRe 
lation to the Conſtitution of the Roman Empire. Therefore the Sud 
ordination of Churches,of Synods,and Metropolitans,and Patriarch 
that was only the knitting into one Body, and. under ſeveral degree 
of Subordination,a Church that was all under one Civil Society and 
Empire, hath ſunk with the Rewan Empire. So that the tearing thi 
Empire in pieces, hath quite put an end to all that Eccleſiaſtical 
Subordination.And if there is any thing of that yet kept up amongl 
us, itis rather for the preſerving of Order, than that we are under# 
ny Obligation of Conſcience to ſubmit co ſuch Conſtitutions. 4nd 
therefore,as oft as a great Conjuncture of Affairs carries along will 
it conſiderations that are of more weight, than the adherring tor 
cient Forms,then all theſe may be well ſuperſeded. For all Rulesaf. 


temporary things, and made according ta ſeveral Emergencies 
Occaſions 
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occaſions, Which altering frequently, it were a very unreaſonable 
thing to expect that every Church ſhould ar all times conform it ſelf 
to them. And tho we condemn that Diſſolution of all the Canors 
which the Church and Court of Roe hath brought into the Worlg, 


. yet on the other hand we cannot acknowledg any ſuch binding Au- 
1 MW thority in them, that they can never be diſpenſed with. -* 


The methods of thoſe men with whom they deal, are wonderful. 
Now they reproach our Church with a Violation of ancient Canons; 
and yet when we lay to their charge ſome of the Canons that their 
1» MM Councils have made in theſe later Ages, ſuch as thoſe of the Lateran, 
he for the Extirpation of Hereticks,& for the Pope's power of depoſing He- 
rtical Princes;chey tell us,that great difference is to be made between 
the Deciſions of theChurch in the Points of Faith and the Decrces that 
az WH ace made in matter of Diſciplinesſince,tho theyaſſert an Infallibility in 
et WW the one, yet the other are tranſient things,in which we ought not to 
of WE admic of ſo abſolute an Authority. This is falſe with relation to De- 
12s crees, that declare a Chriſtians Duty, or a Rule of Morality : For De- 
1]. Wl crees in ſuch matters do import an Article of Faith or DoCtrine upon 

which they are founded. And therefore a Church may indeed, even 
y- WY inthe Opinion of thoſe who beleve her Infallible, err in a particular 
es, BY Judgment againſt ſuch or ſuch a Heretical Prince ; for that bein 
us WT founded ona matter of Fact, ſhe may be Infallible ſtill, even tho ſhe 
a1 WM vere ſurpriſed in matters of Fact. But ſhe cannot be Infallible, if in. 
u- Wi declaring the Duty of Subjects cowards Heretical Princes, or of the 
Co WH Popes Authority in thoſe caſes, ſhe hath ſet Rules contrary to the 
ere BW Word of God. In ſuch matters as theſe are,] do acknowledg the De- 
crees of the Church are for ever Obligatory upon all thoſe who be- 


are 

ole WY lieve her Infallible. Therefore, ſince our Author urges ſo much the 
und WY Authority of the Canons, I would gladly know what he thinks of 
Re theſe, which are not, I confeſs, Arc:enr, yetthey were enaCted by the 
0b WY Supream Authority of that Body which they account Infallible. Itis 
<>, Whtue,fome have thought theycould get out of this difficulty by deny- 


Ing theſe to be theARs of that Council. Euc if our Author hethe ſame. 
ferfon with him that writ concerning the Adoration of the Euchariſt, 


chat Wie is of another mind, and doth acknowledg, that rhoſe Canons are Adorar. of the 
tical Bi'%* true A&s of that great Aſſembly, and nct only the Deſigns of the Pepe, Euchar. p28. 
nel WT" 15 true, he faith, the ſenſe of the Canon concerning the ſecular Pow- 


18, by Proteſtants miſtaken. But he hath not yer given himſelf the 
rouble of laying before us the true ſenſe of that Canon; and one 
ould think that he who writ the Treatiſe that is now under Exami- 
ation, had very favourable thoughts of the Doctrine of SubjeQts ſha- 
ing off an heretical Prince; for fie reckons up the many riſings that 


the 


= 


were in K, Edward's days, chiefly for matter of Religion, as a proof that p; g. 159, 
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the Pody of the Clergy went not into that change. Which riſing (Gith 
he) of the Laity in ſuch numbers for their former way of Religion, woull 
1:96 have been, had not tier Clergy fſ:frified it unto them. Riſing 194 ſoft 
word for Rebellion, and one would think, that it would have affordeq 
no ſinall matter of reproach againſt us,if we brought in a compa 
of Rebels to make up a Muſter of our Religion. But to own thar 
Clergy Tuſtified it 19 them, Wichout adding the leaſt Word expreſſing 
our Author's diſl:ke of this, ſhews plainly enough, that how good x 
Subject ſoever our Author may be to a Prince of his own Religion, 
vethe thinks a Catholick Clergy may be able to quſtify to the Laity, a R; 
/ing againſt an Reretical Prince upon the account of Religion. Andit 
ſeems our Author had a great mind to make a huge appearanceof 
his Catholick Rebels in K. Edward's days. For, beſides that he 
{peaks of Rifings in many more Counties than are mentioned by the 
Books of that time ; he alſo repreſents all rhoſe Riſings to have been 
upon the account of Religion ; tho the Hiſtory makes it clear thatthe 
Riſings over En7/:ud, were chiefly occaſioned by Parks and Ench. 
ſures,and thar ir was a rage of the Peaſants againſt the Gentry in mof 
places ; chiefly in the Norfo/k-Rebellion, where Religion was nota 
all pretended ; nor doth it appear that any pretended Religion, ex- 
except thoſe of Dewor-ſhire ; ſo thatour Author would make his Pary 
and the Clergy more rebellious than indeed they were. In thiswhok 
Period he ſeems to have been forſaken of common Senſe. 


— —— — 
———— 


CHAP. II. 


Same general Conjiderations on the Regal S:ypremacy, that ua 
raiſed jo hizh at the Reformation. 


LYN UR Author hath brought together many Acts of Parliamen 

with their pompous Preambles, that ſeem to carry the King) 
Power in Eccleſiaſtical Matters to a very Indefinite degree, and 
on all this he tr.umphs often, as if this was ſo improper, that it alone 
is enough to blaſt the whole Reformation. 

Our Author is much more concerned to juſtifie all Papal Pull 
than we can be to juſtify all the Words of our Laws ; eſpecially, bt 
Rhetorick that is in their Preambles.If he believes the Pope infallidk, 
the generalParts of Bulls that ſet forth theDaQrine of the Church. 
ſuch ſolemn Leclarations, that he muſt be determined by them. bi 
at loweſt he believes the Popes to be the Centers of the Catholid 
Unity, and all Biſhops are bound by Oath to obey all cheir __ 

a 
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and Ordinances. Now,when our Author will undertake to juſtiſy all 
he Preambles of. Bulls that are in the Bularium, then we may under- 
take to juſtify all the flouriſhes that may be in any Act of Parlia- 
ment. og : 
When any Authority is aſſerted in general and indefinite Terms, 
theſe are always to be underſtood with chute Reſtriftions and Limita- 
tions that the nature of things reqiire,to be ſuppoſed even when they 
are not expreſled. Sr. Pau! expreiles rhe Obed ence of Wives to their 
Husbands in terms ſo extreamly exitenced, that as the Church zs (ubject Epheſ. 5. 24. 
unto Chriſt, ſo ought the Wives to be to their own Husbands in every 
bing. He expreſles alſo the Duty of Children in as comprehenſive 
terms. Chileren obey your Parents in all things. Now if one would draw Col. 3 20. 
Inferences from the extent of theſe word-, he might, taking the li- 
berty chat our Author takes upon ſome of the Expreſſions that are 
in our Acts of Pariiament, repreſent the Authority that St. Paul veſts. 
both in Husbands and Parents, as a very bonndleſs, and a very exira- 
yagant thing. This is enough to ſhew that in all choſe large Phraſes 
of Obedience, there are ſome neceſſary Reſerves and Exceptions to 
be underſtood ; and if this Qualification is neceſſary, even in wri- 
tings that were inſpired, it is no wonder if ſome of the Rhetorick of 
our As of Parliament wants a little of this Correction. 
[t is a very unreaſonable thing to urge ſome general Expreſſions, 
or ſome ſtretches of the Royal Supremacy, and not to conſider that 
more ſtrict Explanation that was made of it, both in KR. Henry the 84's 
time, and under Q. E//2ab. that were ſo clear, that if we had to do 
with Men that had not reſolved before-hand not to be ſatisfied, one 
would think there could be no room for any further cavelling. In K. 
Henry's time, the extent of the King's Supremacy was defined in the. 
neceſſary Erudition of a Chriſtian man, that was ſet forth as the Stan- 
dard of the Doctrine of that time; and irc was upon this that all peo-. 
ple were obliged to take their meaſures, and not upon ſome Ex-- 
preſſions, either in Acts of Parliament, os As of Convocation, 
nor upon ſome ſtretches of the King's Juriſdiftion. In this then it. 
s plainly ſaid, That with relation to the Clergy, the King is to ever- 
ſee tem, and to cauſe that they execute their Faſtoral Office truly and 
fanifu;ly, and eſpecially in thoſe Pots, which by Chriſt and his Apo- 
les was committed to them: And to this it is added, That Bijheps 
and Prieſts cre bound to obey all the Kings Laws, not being contrary 

to the Laws of God. $0 that here is expreſſed that neceſſary Reſerve 
upon their Obedience, it being provided, that they were only 
bound to obey, when the Laws were not contrary tothe Laws of Ged. 
The other Reſerve is alſo made of al! rhar Authority which was 
*mmited b; Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to the Biſhops and Prieſts ; and 
ve 
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we are not aſhamedto own it freely, that we ſee no other Reſeryy 
upon our obedience to the King beſides theſe:So that thefe being here 


ſpecified, there was an unexceptionable Declaration made of the Fx. 


tent of the Kings Supremacy:yet becaule the term, Head of the Church, 
had ſomething in it that ſeemed harſh,there was yet a more expreſ 
Declaration made of this matter under Q.E!/;z, of which indeed onr 
Author hatizraken notice;tho 1 do notifind he takes notice of the for. 
mer, which he ought to have done,if he had intended to have repre. 
{ented this matter ſincerely to the world,(which I confeſs ſeems nat 
to have troubled him much.)The Explanation made by Q.Eliz.is fo 
expreſs, that even our Author cannot fiad any advantage againſtthe 
Words themſelves, but acknowledges that they are ſuch general 
Terms, that the Ariicle it ſelf may be ſubſcribed by all ſides. Since 
then the declared Senſe of thoſe general and extended expreſſions 
that are in ſome Ads of Pariiament.,is ſuch,that there lies nojuſt Ex- 
ception againſt it;and ſince this Senſe was not only given by Q Elz, 
who allowed ſuch as took the Oath to declare that they took it in that 
ſenſe;but ir was afterwards enacted both in Convocation and in Par- 
liament,and put it into the Body of our Conſeſſiou of Faith. This Ex. 
planation muſt be conſidered as the true meaſure of the Kings $1- 
premacy ; and the wide expreſſions in the former Laws muſt be un- 
derſtood to be relirained by this;fince poſterior Laws derogatefrom 
thoſe that were at firſt made. So that according to all this,the Kings 
Supremacy doth not give fo our Princes the miniſtring either of God, 
IWird,or of the Sacraments. But that only Prerogative, which wt ſt 
to have been given always to all Godiy Princes in Holy Scriptures by Gul 
himſelf. that is,That they ſhould rule all Eftates and Degrees committedty 
their Charge by God whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, andre- 
ſtrain with the Civil Sword the ſtubborn and the evil-doers. This is all 
that Supremacy which we are bound in conſc'ence to own; and if 
the Lecter of the Law,or the ſtretches of that in the Adminiſtration 
of it, bave carried this further, we are not at all concerned in it:Butin 
caſe any ſuch thing were made cut, it could amount to no more 
than this, "That the Civil Power had made ſome Encroachments on 
Ecclefiaſtical Authority;but the ſubmitting to an Oppreſſion, and the 
bearing it till ſome better times may deliver us from it, is no Argl- 
ment againſt our Church, on the contrary,itis a proof of our Tem- 
per and Patience,and of that Reſpect we pay to that Civil Autho 
rity Whica God hath ſer over us,even when we think thar it paſſerh 
ics bounds. Burt all that we are bound to acknowledge in the Rings | 
Supremacy, is fo well limited, that our Author hath nothing to 9% 
ject to it, 
Our men of the M/i/ou have always made a great noiſe « hs 
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Kings Supremacy, asif it were the moſt abſurd thing that can be 
imagined ; without conſidering, that as the Supremacy is explained 
by the Article of our Church, it is practiced by- almot all the 
States and Princes of Emrope : Ithath been clearly made out by ma- 
ny of our Writers, that the Kings of England before the Reformati- 
on, were in poſſeflion of this Supremacy, and that they really ex- 
erciſed it, even before they pretended fo formally to it. I will not 
enter into this Enquiry, which is ſo well laid open by Sir Roger 
Twiſden, that a man muſt havea great ſtock of confidence to deny 
it, afterhe hath read him.In France all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes are car- 
ried before the Courts of Parliament by Appeals from the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts, and arefinally judged there : Now the Supremacy is 
always where the laſt Appeal lies, and we may ſee both in Godear, 
and many other modern Writers,how much they complain of this as 
a ſervitndeunder which their Church is brought, and as an infraci- 
on of all the Ancient Canons. "The Court of Parliament at Parts 
examines all the Bulls that come from Roxze, and condemns and tears 
them as oft asthey ſee cauſe: So that tho all the Biſhops of France 
are bound by Oathto obey all the Popes Decrees and Ordinances, 
et this can take no effect till the Parliament hath confirmed them. 
ow eaſie were it to carry this matter far, and to ſhew thatby this, 
the Popes Power, either as he is St. Peters Succeſſor, and thereby 
veſted with a Univerſal Authority over the Flock of Chriſt, or as 
he is the Patriarch of the Hef, and the Center of the Catholick U- 
nity, is ſubjected to theJudgment of a Secular Court, who will not 
luiter the Sheep to hear his voice, till they have firſt examined it. 
And what is the whole Concordat, but a bargain made between the 
Popes, and the Crown of France,to divide the ſpoils of that Church 
and its Liberties between them: for whereas the Pragmatick Santti- 
0% had eſtabliſhed the Clergy in the Poſleflion of its Ancient Rites, 
Lewis the 11th. and after him Francis the 1/4. faw well how much 
this leſſened that unbounded decree,to which they intended to car- 
their Authority, and therefore they conſented to give the Popes 

eir ſhare, ſo they would warrant their enſlaving that Church. 
It is known what complaints, and what oppoſition the French Cler- 
87 have made upon this matter; yet at laſt they bear it, and ſub- 


' mit toit; ſo that here the laſt Appeal, the Check upon the Papal 


Authority, and the Nomination of all the Biſhops and Abbots of 
France, are wholly in the Civil Courts, and in the King. If it is 
id, thatin ſome particulars the Supremacy of our Kings goes fur- 
ther; tho that were acknowledged tobe true, yet ſince the mre or 
the leſs does not alter the _— of things,it muſt be confeſſed, _ 
accorde 
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according to our Author's Principles, the whole Gallican Church ; 
in an Uncanonical State as well as we are:But tho they do not ftick 
to confeſs, that they are in a State of oppreſlion by reaſon of the 
Concordat, and of the unbounded Authority of their Parliameng, 

et they do not think that this makes them irregular or uncanonie;] 
as tothe Conſtitution of their Church. | 

I might upon this likewiſe ſhew how not only the Republick of 

Venice,but even the Crown of Spain, notwirhſtanding all its Bigorry, 
exerciſes ſtill ſo great a Supremacy in Ecclefiaftical Matters, thar 
there is only ſome difference of degrees betweenthart which be 
to the Crown of England by Law, and that which is practiced dll 
where. The Court of the Monarchy in Szily is well known, in 
which by virtue of a forged Bull (which ismade out to be a Fo 
ry beyond all contradiction) that declares the Kings of Sicily th 
Popes Vicars; there is a Lay-man that is che Kings Vicar-Gener, 
who is the Judge of that Court,and to whom all Spiritual 'Cauks 
are brought, and who judges them all, as a ſpiritual Perſon,and that 
hath the Titles and outward Reſpect that is given to the Pope, like 
wile paid to him. This is the carrying an Impoſture very far ; yet 
lince it is done in the Virtue of a pretended Bull, which the Crown 
of Spain will {till maintain to be a true one 5 none hath ever oppo- 
{ed this to ſuch a degree, as to pretend that thewhole Clergy of S- 
cily.are become irregular, becauſe they ſubmit to this Court, and ap 

ar before it. So that upon the whole matter, if the great and un 
meaſured Extent of the Papal Authority,made our Princes judge it 
neceſſary to ſecure themſelves from thoſe Invafions, by ſtretching 
their Juriſdiction a little too much 3- on the other hand, thoſe who 
have tubmitted ſo tamely to the one, have no reaſon.to reproachis 
for bearing theother Servitude; even, ſuppoſing that we gramel 
thatto bethe Caſe. And ifin the time of our Rreetion Ravel 
our Bifhops,or other Writers have carried the Royal Supremacy too 
far, either in Actsof Convocation, or in their Writings, ast 
- things are perſonal Matters,in which we are not at all concernd, 
who do not pretend to aſſert an Infallibiliry in our Church; ſother 
exceſs.inthis, was a thing ſo natural, that we have all poflible realon 
toexcule it, or at leaſt to cenſure it very gently. For as all Parts 
and Perſons are carried by a Bias very common: to Mankind, -t0 
magnifie that Authority which favours and ſupports. them ; fo he 
extreamsof the Papal Tyranny, and the Eccleſiaſtical Power tht 
had formerly prevailed, might have carried them a little too far i 
to the oppoſite Extream, of raiſing the Civil Power too high. , 

Butafier all we find, that when Theodoſius cameto the Expiroge 
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Gw the Eaſtern:half of it over-run with Arrianiſm ; and as the Arri- 
ms were in poſſefli®n, and were the more numerous ; ſo they had 
Syneds of Biſhops that had met oft, and in vaſt numbers, and had: 
idgedin their favours. Their Synods were both more numerous 
thanthat of Nice,and were a more juft Repreſentive of the Catho- 
lick Church, fince there were very few of the Wiftern Biſhops in that 
which was held at Nzce. And as tor the Frauds and Violences that 
were put in practice to carry Matters in thofe Synods,it is very like 
the Arrians both denied them, and were not wanting to recrimi- 
nate on the Orthodox. So when there was a pretence of General 
Councils on both hands; here was a very perplexed Caſe. But The- 
odeſius found a ſhort way to get out of it; and therefore,inſtead of 
calling a new General Council, or of examining the Hiſtory of 
the ſeveral pretended Councils, which ought to have been done ac- 
cording to our Authors Syſtem ; he paſs'd a Law, which is the firft 
Lawin 7uſtinians Code, by which he required all perſons to profeſs 
that Faith which was protefs'd by Damaſus Biſhop of Rome, and Pe- 
ter Biſhop of Alexandria ; and yet this Law which was a higher In- 
vaſion on the Eccleſiaſtical Authority,than any that was committed 
in our Reformation,was never ſo much as cenſured ; onthe contra- 
ry, Theodoſius was highly magnified for ir. There is no reaſon to 
imagine, that he paid any particular Reſpe& to the See of Roxze in 
this; for his joyning Peter of Alexandria with Damaſus, ſhews that 
he made the Faith of thefe Biſhops the meaſures of that Doctrine 
which he reſolved to protect, not becauſe of the Authority of their 
Seer, but becauſe he believed their Fairh was Orthodox. 'The Caſs 
was almoſt the ſame in England, in which it was pretended that the 
Independent Authority of our Metropolitans ought to beaſlerted, 
which was eſtabliſhed by.che Council of Nice ; and that many Cor- 
rupticnsinthe Worſhip,as for inſtance, the Worſhip of Images that 
was condemned by two very numerous General Councils, one in 
Eaff at Conſtantinople, and another in the WeFfF at Franckfort,ought 
wbereformed. It upon all this the Supream Civil Auchority of this 
Nation,had enacted fach a Law as Theodoſius had done, command- 
ng all to follow the Dodtrine profeſsd by the two Arch-Biſhops of 
this Church, it had been no other, but a copyingafter that Pattern, 
Which Theedofins had ſet us with the Appobation of all Antiquity ; 
and yet it cannot be pretended,that our Kingsand Parliament ated 
in ſo ſummary away ; For they went much more ſlowly and ma- 
turely to Work. | 
Upon the whole matter, the Civil Authority hath a Power to 
commandevery thing that is __ and lawful ; and inthat Cn 
2 | WS 
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Laws that flow from it, ought to be obeyed. And if the matter of 
the Laws is finful, wemuſt not indeed ubey in#that caſe, but we 
muſt ſiabmit and hear what we do not like, and ſuffer where we 
cannot obey. So thatlawful or unlawful ſeem to be, the only meg. 
ſures that ought to govern our Obedience. And as in the matters 
of natural Religionand Moralicy, no Body can deny that the Civil 
Authority hath a full Scope,rho that is ſtill limitted by this,that there 
ought tobe no Injuftice, Immorality, or Turpitude in the Ations 
that are commanded; but wherethis isnot, we are bound to obey 
all the Laws that relate to thoſe matters; and where it 15s, we.are 
bound to ſubmit and to bear our burden, without giving our 
ſelves the trouble to enquire, how far the Civil Authority ought to 
be carried in ſuch matters. We ſet the ſame meaſures to our Obedi. 
ence in matters of revealed Religion. If the Kiug paſles Lawscon- 
trary to Scripture, we cannot indeed obey them, becaule of that 
higher Authority to which we are ſubje&, and in Obedience to 
which we pay all Submiſſion to thoſe who God hath ſet over us; but 
if they are lawful, and conform to the Scripture, we oght to obey 
them without examining, whether the King hath proceeded in the 
paſſing ſuch Laws by the Rules that become quiet and regular times, 
And if a Hezekiah ora Fof:as ſhould riſe up,and finding the greater 
part of his Subje&s,the Prieſts as well as the People, engaged in Ido- 
latry ; if he ſhould reform them, and ſuppreſs that corrupt way of 
Worithip, we ought inſtead of examining critically rhe method or 
ſteps by which he had brought about that change, rather to rejoyce 
in tie goodnelsof God for blefling us with ſuch a Prince. So that 
let men write and diſpute as long as they will on theſe matters, the 
whole cauſe mult be brought to this ſhort iſſue ; Either the things 
that our Princes and Legiſlators enacted at the Reforma:ion werein 
themſelvesjuſt and good, and neceflary, ornot ; if they were, then 
they having an Authority over us in all lawful things, as they 
did well to enact theſe Laws,ſo we do welltoobey them. But if they 
were neither juſt, nor good, nor neceſſary, then we acknowledg, 
that as it was a Sin in them to enact them, fo it were a Sin in us to 
obcy them: And all other reaſonings upon this Subje& are but Illu- 
fions, by which weak minds may perhaps be wrought upon ; but 
they will appear tobe ſuch evident Fallacies to menof Senſe, that 
without entring into aſtrict enquiry of what may be alledged ior 
them, they. will eafily ſhake them off. 

In ſhort, if the Retormation appears to be a good thing in it ſelf, 
then. all arguing againſt the manner of it, is but meer trifling ; and 
looks like men,: who lie in wait to deceive, and to miſlead People 
by falſe Colours of Truth, 
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CH-AP.-IV; 
Refl eion on the eight Theſes, laid down by our Author. 


Pon the Grounds that have hitherto been opened, it will not 
be hard to make a very clear Judgment of all theſe Poſitions 
which are laid down as the Foundation of this Work. 

The Firſt is. That the 10 principle Offices, which the Clergy have re- 
ceived from Chriſt, are (1.) To determine Controverſies m pure matters of 
Religion, and to Judge what is Truth, and what are Errors in Faith and 
Worſhip. (2) To teach and promulgate this Truth, and to'execute Church 
Cenſures on thoſe who receive it net, | 

All this is true; but ſince our Author doth not prove that the 
Clergy are not infallible in their Deciſtons, which 1s not ſo, much: 
2s pretended by any, with relation to National Churches, this 
only proves, that it is the duty of the Clergy to declare and pub- 
| Hſhthe truth; but as the body of a National Clergy may err, foin 
caſe it ſhould actually err, can it be ſuppoſed that the People and the 
Prince are bound to err with it ? Synods are of great uſe forthe U- 
nity ofthe Church, and a valt reſpect is due to their Deciſions ; but 
ſince our Author names the Synods of the Arrians, the many Synods 
that they had which were very numerous, and were gathered from 
all parts, gave them all the advantages from this authority that could 
be deſired ; ſo that if the Council of Nice had not had truth of its 
fide, L do not ſee why the viſible. Authority ſhould not rather be 
thought to lie on the 4rr:an 1ide. The Princes authorizing'a Synod, 
or his oppoſing it, is to be juſtified or condemned from the Deciſi- 
ons that are made by it ; if they are good he ought to ſuppore 
them z and if they are bad he ought to oppoſe them ; and in this 
he muſt judge for himſelf, as every other man muſt do, the beſt he 
can, as knowing that he muſt be judged by God. _ 

The Second is, That the Clergy cannot make over this Authority to 
the Secular Governour, being charged by Chriſt to execute it to the end of 
the World, Upon which he arraigns two things; (1.) The Clergies bind- 
ng themſelves never to make any Deciſions in matters of Faith or Worſhip, 
tl they bad firſt. obtaintd the conſent of the Secular Governour. (2.) The 
Clergies authorizing the Secular Governour, or thoſe whom he ſhould no- 
minate to determine thoſe matters in their ſtead. 

 Itis certain, no Clergy in the World can make any ſuch Depnta- 
tion; and if any have done it, it was a Perſonal A& of theirs, which 
was null of it 1elf, and did not indeed bind thoſe who madeit; it 
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being of its own nature unlawful, but much leſs can it bind their Suc: 
ceſſors, but if th Church of Erm7land never did neither the one or 
the other, what a Prevaricater and falſe Accuſer is he, who ashe led 
long #0 God and. man, when he pretended to' beof this Church 
refolves now to lie concerning this-Church as much as ever he did 
to it? The ſubmiſlion of the Clergy related only to new Canons H& 
Conſtitutions, as the other A& impowering a ſele& number tobe 
nominated by the King to form a Body of a Canon Law, related 
only to the matters of theGovernment of theChurch ; the Religion 
and Worſhip had no relation toit ; ſo a compromite as to matters of 
Government is very unjuſtly ſtretched, when ttus 1s made a ſurren- 
der of the Authority of determining and declaring matters relating 
to Doctrine and Worſhip, which no Church men without breach 
of the molt ſacred of all Truſts can deliver up; but in the matters 
of Eccleſiaſtical policy,all States in the World have felt enough from 
the yoke of the Papacy to give them juſt reaſon to aſſure themſelyes 
againſt any more of ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny ; beſides,that in all 
the engagements, tho made in termsthat are general, fych asare all 
Oaths of Obedience; and in particular,thoſe that are made by Pte- 
lates. to the Popes, exceptions are ſtill underſtood,even when they 
are not expreſſed : As long then as the Church enjoyns a ProteQion 
from the Civil Authority, ſhe is bound to make returns of all en- 
gagements not only of Submiſſion, but of Obedience : But tho the 
one is perpetual, the other has its limits 3 and when the Church finds 
its oppreſlions from the Civil Power really to over-ballancethePro- 
tection that ſhe receives from it, in that cafe ſhemult reſolve tofall 
into a ſtate of Perſecution ; and all engagements that any body of 
the Clergy have made, relating only to the maintaining a peacable 
correſpondance with the Civil powers, they do nor art all bind up 
Church-men from doing their Duty, in cafe the Civil Authonity 
ſetsit ſelf to overthrow Religion ; Beſides when hoth Religion, and 
the Worſhip, and the Conſtitution of a Church is once eſtabliſhed, 
the adding new Canons may perhaps be of great uſe to a Church; 
. but yet it cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſo indiſpenſably neceflary, but 
that rather than give any diſtaſte to the Soveraign, they may. con- 
tent themſelves with what they have without asking new Canons; 
and a Church under a Body of Canons: may likewiſereſigh up the 
compiling of theſe into a new Syſtem, and the leaving out fuch 2 
are found inconſiſtent with the Publick Peace, to ſuch perſons as 
be nominated by the Prince ; but all this, how general ſoever the 
words may be, hath ftill a cacite exception in it,which all that know 


the Principles of Law will grant, The 
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Superiors, and in particular of the Patriarch. 

In this the matter muſt {till be reduced to the former Point; Ei- 
ther the Grounds. of ſuch a Depoſition are in themſelves juſt, or 
not; if they are juſt, the Prince may as -lawtully hinder any 
Church-man from corrupting his Subjects, while he is ſupported by 
a Publick Authority, or a ſettled Revenue, as he may hinder a man 
that hath the Plague on him, from going about to infe&t his People; 
for his depoſing ſuch a one-1s only the taking the Civil Encourage- 
ment from him; but when-this isdone unjuſtly, it is without doubt 
an a& of high Oppreſlion inthe Prince ; and as for the Perſon De- 

kd, and thoſe over whom he was ſet, they are to conſider accor- 
ding to the Rules of Prudence, whether the preſent Caſe is of fuch 
importance that it wil] ballance the inconveniences of their throw- 
ing themſelves into a tate of Perſecution ; for it is to be confeſlet 
that Church- men have by their Office an indefinite Authority. of 
feeding the Flock,which cannot be diflolved by any at&t of the Prin- 
ces; but the appropriating this to ſuch a Precind&t, and the ſupport- 
ing it by Civil Encouraggments, is a humane thing, and is therefore 
ſubject to the Soveraign power» The Princesof Judah notwith- 
ſtanding an expreſs Law of God,which appropriated the Prieſthood, 
and the High-Prieſthood, to ſuch a Family and Race of men, did 


The Third Thefss is, That the Prince cannot depoſe any of his Clergy, 
without the conſept of the major yn of the Clergy, or their Eccleſiaſtical 


turnthem oft out 3 and Fehoſaphar ſent to his Princes to teach in the 2 Chron, 17 7; 


Cities of Fudah ;zand with them he ſent about alſo PrieFs and Levites, 


who went about and raught the People : He did allo-fet up in Feruſa- 2 Chron.g.s,g. 


lem.a Court made up of Lewites, Prieffs, and the chief of the Fathers 
if Trael, for the judgment of the Lord, and for the controverſies among the 
zeopſe; and appointed Amariah the chief Prieſt, to be over thems mm the 
wattersof the Lord : Hezckiah when he came toReign, commanded 


V.11z 


the Priefts and the Levites to ſantifie themſelves in order to tlie reform: 2 Chron. 29. 5. 


ingthe Worſhip, in which he went on, - tho a:great many of the 
Prefts were not very forward in doing it, but he made nſe,of thoſe 
who had ſanRified themſelves ; and as he bore with thoſe that did: 
thisſlowly, ſo no doubt he would have turned out any that had been: 
refractory ; and finding that the Prieſts could not he ready to keep. 


V.34. 


the Paſſover in the firtt Month, he with his Princes, and the whole ,ctron 30.23; 


Congregation, put off the Feaſt from the 1/. tothe 24. Month. Now 


tie dittin&tion of days, and the obſervance of thoſe Feſtivities, be- 


Ing ſogreat a part of that REligion, and it having been ſo expreſly 
Tgulated by the Law of God, that it ſhould be kept on the firit: 


Month, a Proviſion being made only for ſuch as were unckan, or Numb. 9. 10; 


ſuch 


Ezra 9. 25- 


Nehem. 13.28. 


Reflections 0n the Relatic:: 

or ſuch as were ona Journey, that they might keep :t on the 34 
Month ; yet here the Civil Authority makes a Law, appointing the 
Paſſover to be entirely caſt over to the 24. Month, becauſe of the 
Uncleanneſs of ſome of the Prieſts. Ezra took a Commiliton from 
Artaxerxes, impowering him to ſet up Magiffrates and Fudges, wh 
might judge them that knew the Laws of his Gad, and teach them wh 
knew them not ; and one of the Puniſhments onthe Diſobedient, is 
Separation from the Congregation ; to which our Excommunication 
anſwers. And we ſee whata Reformation Ezra made in the virtue 
of this Commiſſion. Nehemiah by virtue of -ſuch another Commif. 
ſion, turned out a Prieſt for having married a franze woman. Theſe 
were all as high ſtretches of the Civil Power, as any that can be 
objected to our Reformation. But in the next place, it ought to be 
conſider'd, that, ſuppoſe this turning out of the Clergy had been 
an illegal and unjuſtifiable thing, yet that doth not ftrike at the 
Conſtitution -of our Church. The High-Prieſthood the 
Fews by the Law of God, was ſettled on the eldeſt Branch of the 
Family of Aaron, and it went fo during the firſt Temple, and like: 
wiſe for ſome confiderabletime under the ſecond 'Temple; and yet, 
tho afterwards this ſacred Fun&tion came tobe ſet to Sale; fo that 
Dr. Lightfoot hath reckoned up fifty three that purchaſed it for Mo- 
ney, by which prophane Merchandiſe one might infer, that thoſe 
Mercenary High-Prieſts were no more to be acknowledged; yet 
our Saviour, and after him St. Paul, owned themto be High-Prieſts 
Our Saviour anfwered to Caiaphas, when he adjured him upon Oath; 
and it is ſaid by St. Fehr, that Caiaphas, as High-prieſt forthat year, 
propheſted. From all which it is clear, that tho theſe wretched men 
were guilty 'of the higheſt Profanation and Sacriledge poflible, yet 
that was a perſonal Sin in them ; but ſince they were-in poſſeſſion 
of the Dignity, and adhered ſtill tothe Law of Moſes, and perform 
ed the Offices of their Function according to his Inſtitution, the10- 
lemn yearly Expiation was ſtill made by them, which wasthe light | 
eſt -A& of the whole Jewiſh Worſhip ; and they were to' be ſub 
mitted to, and acknowledged as High-prieſts by the people, for 
which our Saviours practice is anundifputed warrant. Now, if all 
this was lawful under the Old Teftament, in which all the ſmalleſt 
parts of that Religion were marked and enacted, much more &x- 
preſly than they are under the New, then it will be a hard perfor 
mance for any to perſwade us, that the Civil Authority may not 
make ſuch Reformations in the Chriſfian Church, asthe Kings df 
Taudab did in the Jewiſh. In this matter, I have not ſo much as men- 
tioned the Orders and Regulations. made by David and Solomon, uy 

| they 
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:are very clear Precedents for juſtifying all that Supremacy to 
wet Our Linws have pretended. BY ſince I know ſome have 
-ndeavoured to ſet all this aſide,by ſaying, that they being afliſted 
by immediate Inſpirations; acted in thoſe matters not. as Kings, but 
»» Prophets. Tho it were eaſie t9 ſhew the faſtiood of this Allegation; 
yet, ſince I would ſhorten matters all I can, I will not digreſs into a 
controverted Poirit. Under the ProteQtion that the Chriſtian 
Church received from the Emperors that became Chriſtians, we 
ſee that they appointed Triers £0 examine the Matters that were ob- 
ied to Biſhops 3 and theſe under Conſtartine judged, in Cialian's. 
Matter upon an Appeal made by the Donatifts, after it had been al- 
ready judged in ſeveral Synods. Conſtantine did likewiſe by his own 
Authority put Euſtathius out of Antioch, Athanaſius out of Alexan- 
dra, and Paul out of Conſtantinople. It is true, theſe Matters were 
much complained of, as unjuſt, ahdas flowing -fronrthe falſe Sugge-- 
ſions of the Arrians: But it, is as true, that it was not ſo much as: 
pretended, that the Emperor had nojuſt Authority to doit. For the! 
liſputing the Juſtice of theExerciſe'of an Authority, is very ditfe- 
rent from their diſputing the Authority ic ſelf. It was afterwards a 


| 
$ 
> WI common Pratice of the Chriſtian Emperors to; have a Court of 
: ſome ſele&ted Biſhops, who waited on them, and to whoſe Cogni- 
» WM ance moſt Cauſes relating to Biſhops were left, who acted only by 
, Commiſſion from the Emperor. I have enlarged alittle upon this ' 
« Wl Point, becauſe ic ſeemed neceſlary to diflipate many of thoſe Pre- 
, Judices, whuch arife out of it. 

The 45h. 'Fheſis is,That a Provincial or National Synod cannot lJaw-. 
fuly make Definitions in matters of Faith, and concerning Hereſies or A- 


: byſes in Gods Service, contrary to the Decrees of former Superior Synods, 
n Ml "the Tudgment of the Univerſal Church in the preſent Age, ſbewed in 
% her publick Liturg ies. | 

5 This is founded on the Suppoſition of the Infallibility of the 
» WM Cturch; fo if that is not true, then this falls to the ground, and 
» WO i2tis not pretended to be proved by our Author, whoſeemsonly 
be Wl © Proceed upon the Subordination that is in the Eccleſiaftical Bo- 
at WM 9 But if the Majority of this Body isnot Infallible, then that Ob- 
# WM "gation to ſubmic to ir, muſt be only a matter of Order; and by 
x. MW Pkquence,it hath its limits.If thishad been the Rule of the Church 
1. Ml  Theodoſiug's time, how could the ſeveral Provinces lmve reformed 
10t mſclves from Arrianiſm, after ſo many General Councils had de- 
of Cared for ic, orat leaſt had rejected the Word Conſubſtantial? but 
en- Wl > 2 condemning the Papal Authority over us, we had both the 
ho uncil of Nice for us, that had eſtabliſhed the Independent Au- 
hey | D thority 
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thority of the Metropolitans, with the Biſhops of their Province! 
for all Matters relating to their Province ; and the Decree of the 
Council of Epheſus, which appointed all Churches to conrinuein 
the Poſſeſlion of that Independence upon any other Superior See, 
which was paſt Preſcription. We had likewiſe Superior Councik 
juſtifying us in many of the Branches of our Reformation. | 
If we mult ſeek the Senſe of rhe Univerſal Church in her puh. 
lick Liturgies, then we have the Liturgies of the Greek Charch for us 
in many other Points ; and the Corruptions of the Liturgies of the 
Roman Church were groſs, that they themſelves have been aha 
med of a great many of them, and have thrown them our, tho a 
great many more remain ſtill to be refornied : And it the publick 
Liturgics are to be conſidered as the Scandardsof the Senſe of the 
preſent Church, as no doubt they are, then all thoſe Expoſitiomrand 
Repreſentings that are now obtruded on us, are to be thrown out of 
Doors, and we muſt ſeek the Doctrine of the Church of Rome in 
her publick Liturgies. | | 
. The 5th. Theſis, That a Synod wanting part of a National Clyy 
unjuſtly depoſed or reftrained, and conſiſt ing partly of Perſons unjuſtly 
troduced, and partly of Perſons who have eh. threatned with Fine, 
Impriſouments and Deprivation, in Caſe of their Non Conformity t0 
the. Prince's Injunttoons in matters meerly Spiritual ; is not to be account: 
ed a lawful National Synod, nor the Atts thereof free and valid. | 
Allthis falls to the ground, if the Reaſons upon which ſuch Pet- 
ſons were turned out, were juſt. And -in that cafe, fach Vacancies 
way be juſtly filled. But it itisan impudent thing to: found mich 
on this, when the number of thoſe who were turned out, was ſo 
very inconſiderable, as it was in K. Henry's, and K. Edward's tits 
and if fucha ſmall terror as the loſs of a Benefice is thought by our 
Author fo dreadful] a thing, asit may be well judged by the opers 
tion it had upon himſelt for 25 years, ſo that thisderogates from 
the frezdom ofan Affembly ; then there never was any free, even 
that at Nice notexcepted.. For it is the ſame fear whether one i 
threatned with it before ſuch a deciſion is made, or if they knew 
that it muſt follow upon it : Now this formidable buſineſs of loſmg 
a Benefice, and a baniſhmenrt upon the back of ir, was really the 
caſe of the Council of Nzce, ſince this was the condition of thol 
who refuſed=to ſubſcribe their Definition : So the Principle ha 
down by our Author, taken from fear, muſt either be falſe, or ths 
will annul all the Eccleſiaſtical Meetings that ever were. 
The Sixth Theſis is, That the Judgment of the ſmaller part of il 
Clergy, even tho the Metropolitan were of that number, connot vt yg 
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he Tudpment of the Clergy of that Province; and a Prince that fol- 


Invs the Diret1ons of afew of his Clergy, cannot be ſaid to be guided by 
bis Clergy, but to goagainfF it, WES 2 A 
_ This is very true; but-yet Theodeſius thought fit togive his Sandtion 


tothe Faith of two-Biſhops; upon which alt the Arria» Party, right 


hare as juſtly ſaid, that he acted againſt his Clergy, for'they were 
then by far the more numerous: The Civil Power is bound-to follow 
thoſs whom they think are in the right; and tho in common mat- 
ters, and in ſettled times, it is fit to leave things. to theryajoritys yet 
if it is viſible, that the greater number is both ignorant and gerrupr, 
and that the matters under difpute are chiefly ſuch things that are 
of great advantage to the Clergy, both for encreafing their Wealth, 
and for advancing their credit, then the Secular Power hath juſt rea- 
ſon to be jealous of the greater number of the Clergy, ſince Intereſt ' 
gives a mighty. byaſs, and their following the leſſer number jn ſuch 
acaſe is very juſtifiable 5 for humanely ſpeaking, it were impoſlible 
to find the greater number willing to go into ſuch achange. 

The Seventh Theſis is, That tho Secular Princes had a deciſrue 
Power in ſuch matters of Faith as are no ways formally determined 
jet in ſuch Points as have been formerly determined, no $ ole Prince can 
define any ſuch things contrary to thoſe Councils, or contrary to a National 
Sag. ont | | 

\ is not ſo much as pretended, that a Secular Prince hath any 
Power to decide in matters of Faith, whether they are already de- 
termined or not; but as for the giving the San&tion of a Law, and 
al ſecular encouragements, a Princemuſt have a Judgment of Dif: 
cretion, by whichhe ought to determine himſelf; for when he hath 
given his Sanction, he hath made no ſort of Deciſion ofthe matter, 
whichis neither more norleſs to be believed thanjc was before ; but 
tis now become legal ; and all Princes muſt proceed in this matter 
according to the conviction of their Conſciences : It is not long 
Ince ſome of this Gentleman's Friends thought to have carried the 


King ofthe 4hyſſens to changethe Dodrines and Ritesofthat Church Ludolphy 


upon the private ſuggeſtion of a few Miffionaries, againſt the whole 
body of his Clergy,upon which that Kingdom became aScene of Re- 
bellion and Bloodſhed, till the King himſelf grew to conceive a hor- 
ior againſt thoſe whohad puſh'd him on fo violently to overthrow 
the Laws and Bftabliſh'd 7g] Sa of that Church; So that a Refor- 
mation effeed by the King's Authority, tho managed with never ſo 
much fury and violence, is yet driven on by theſe men, when ic is 
their ſide;and for their advantage. — © 

The Eighth Theſis is, That as” National Synod nor Secular Power 
: | D 2 can 
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can make any new Canons concerning the Government of the Church, 
contrary to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions of former ſuperior Councils, wy 
reverſe thoſe formerly made by them, © | 
This is ſuch a crude Afﬀertion, that one would think he who made 
it, knew neither the Hiſtory of Councils, nor the nature of Canon; 
and Conſtitutions, which are all variable, and are made upon fuch - 
particular occaſions as required them to be put in practice ; and a- 
nother Scene of Aﬀairs may make it as neceflary to reverſe 
them, as ever it was to eſtabliſh them : The main ſubje& of 
the Ancient Canons are, Penitentiary Rules relating to the Cen 
fure of Offenders, the Subordination of Churches founded on 
the diviſion of the Romar Empire, and the Duty and Behaviour 
of Church-men. Of thele, the firſt is quite laid aſide inthe Church 
of Rome, and by their means we were ſo accuſtomed to be without 
that Yoke, that we have not been able to bring the World to it, 
But we have never repealed theſe, only welet them fleep toolong, 
The Second, relating to the Conſtitution and the Snbordinartion of 
Churches, is quite ſunk withthe fall of the Empire ; for if a Town 
that was the Center of a Province, to which it waseaſle to have re- 
courſe by Letters, and to which the Road and Carriages were regu- 
larly laid, and where the Civil Government was alfo exerci 
ſhould after many Ages either be ſeparated from the reft of thePro- 
vince, falling under another Maſter, or ſhould become a poor and 
neglected Town, it is a needleſs adhering to Ancient Cuftom, to 
aſſert ſtill the Priviledges of ſuch a See, when all thoſe Reaſons 
which at firſt procured to it thoſe Priviledges, come to ceaſe.; A; 
for the Third, which aremore perpetual, we pay them all reſped, 
and have never chnged them ; butthe Diſpenſations of the Church 
of Rome hath ſo deſtroyed them all, that itis a peculiar degree of 
Confidence tor any that are in Communion with that Church, to 
aſſert ſuch an immutability inthe Ancient Cangns, that a Nationd 
Synod may not 'be ſuffered to alter any of them';"and yer that 
ene ſingle Biſhop, whom all Antiquity conſidered bur as a Collegs, 
and Fellow-Biſhop to all the reſt of the Order, ſhould be allowed 
an Authority to break and diffolve them all. 

This may ſerve to ſhew how weak all thoſe Foundations areupon 
which our Aurhorbuilds. T come in the next place co examine hi 
Defective and Falſe Account of the Matters ' of Fact, which wil 
engage me into a tedious opening of. many Particulars that will bs 
lictle for our Author's Honor ; but no Diſcoverics will affe&t a Man 
thet could ſtifle his Conſcience for twenty five Years, and that nos 
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N the former part of theſe Refle#;ons, the general grounds. 
on which our Reformation was attacked, were examined ; 
the matters of fat come now to be conſidered ; but before [ 
enter upon theſe alledged by our Author, I thought it fitting 
to begin it with an Enquiry into a very important matter, 
relating to that time, that hath been lately objected, to our 
Church, by one of the Church of Rowe, which asit is New, ſo it is 
Vkewiſe of great Conſequence. 
A Sheet has appeared that was well and decently writ, and with 
a very ſpecious appearance of Reaſon, to prove that Q. Elizaberh was 
"Baſtard, not upon ths common pretence of the Nullity of K. Henry 
the Eighth's marriage with her Mother, becauſe his former marri- 
ape with Q. Katherine, was ſtill in force ; but upon a Precontract, in 
which Ann Bullez was engaged before her marriage to K. Henry, 
which being confeſſed by her ſelf, the marriage was null of it ſelf, 
and was judged to be ſo by Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, whoſe ſentence 
was confirmed by the ſubſequent Parliament. Sothathere is a Nul- 
lity, and by conſequence a Baftardy. Ir is true, this Aﬀſertion is new z 
fo, tho it may raiſe the Credit of him that hath diſcovered it, ſince 
itmuſt beconfeſſed, thar it looks very like good reaſoning ; yet on 
the other hand, it is ſorge prejudice againſt it, that ir doth not ap- 
pear it was ever obje&ted to us before now ; and no mention be- 
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DN ing made of it while the whole matter was freſh in Mens memories, 
ls and while that Queen reigned, whoſe. Title this ſeems to weaken, 
ill. much more than all the other things that were alledged to ſhake it, 
be 5 a great preſumption, that the men of that time.knew there' was 
0 no force in it, So that, tho the Novelty of it may pleaſe, yet it is 


rally a ſtrong prejudice againſt it. But after all it muſt beconteſled, 
ne thing is ſpecious, and it is of great conſequence, not only = : 
Rela- 


Tx1 
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Relation to the Credit of our Church,and of its firſt Reformation, but 
with Relation to our preſent Eſtabliſhment. For tho the Writer of 
that Sheer makes no other uſe of it, but to blemiſh our Church, as 
guilty of Sedition and Diſloyalty, for owning a Baſtard againſt the 
Queen of Scots, who was the next lawful Heir ; yet-1t will bear a- 
nother Conſequence that is-more important in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances. For as a Precontra& infers a Nullity of the Marriage, and 
diſables all the Tſiue of it ; foan ill Title in a Queen infers a Nul- 
lity upon all her Laws, all her Acts of Government, as flowing from 
an Uſurper ; and therefore this ſtrikes nor only at the Honour of 
our Church in the laſt Age, but at its Settlement in the preſent; and 
L believe this laſt is chiefly aimed at. For, as to the former, it ma 
ſerve in a great meaſure to juſtifie our Church, that Q. Elizabeth 
was put in poſſeflion of the Crown by the Nation, while it was 
yet Popiſh, and by the Body of the Clergy that were of that Reli. 
gion ; fo that all that thoſe of our Church did, was to maintain 
Her in that Poſſeflion, in which we found her, and in which our 
Enemies had put Her. And it muſt be acknowledged, that an 
anxious weighing of Titles, is not ſoneceſlary, after ones in a legal 
and peaceable Poſſeflion, acknowledged by all Parties within the 
Kingdom, as well as by all Princes without it. | 

I do not pretend toſay, That a Poſſeftion will juſtifie a bad Ti: 
tle, tho there is an Older Law relating to the Poſleflion of the 
Crown of England, paſſed by King Henry the VII. but an undiſpu- 
ted Poſſeflion does certainly very much excuſe thoſe who acknow:- 
ledge and ſubmit to one that is bone fidet Poſſeſſor. Which was plain- 
Iy Q. Elizabeth's Cafe. But becauſe it may be with great colour'of 
Reaſon alledged, that Right is Right ſtill, and thar Poſleſlion or 
Preſcription are only pretences of Law, which may have pzrhaps 
weight before a Judge; yet theſe are not ſufficient to extinguiſh a 
juſt Title, when matters are.examined in themſelves, and abſtra&- 
ed from thoſe Pleadings chat may perhaps be legal, yet as ſome will 
alledge, are ſcarce rational. So I will examine this matter as fairly, 
as, I muſtconfefs, it is ſtated by that Gentleman, and will firlt pro 
Pole the matter of Fact, as Dr. Burnet hath put it, who is the only 
Amthor that i; cited, and therefore he muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſome 
Ciedit here. 

_ Ann Bulſen was attainted of Treaſon upon ſome pretended 
Proots of Adultery, and ſo Judgment was given, That ſhe ſhould be 
either Burnt (which is the Death thatthe Law preſcribes for the Trar 
tors of that Sex) or Beheaded. 'Twodays after the Sentence, ſheis 
_ Prevail d on to confels a Precontrat betore Arch Biſhop On 

al 
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and ſo her Marriage with the Kg is declared void and null, and 
in conſequence of that the Iiſue is illegitimared ; yet this was fo 


ſecretly carried, that one of the Fudges of that time writes of it as 
a thing that was only reported ; and 1n the ſubſequent Actof Par- 


lament, no menrion 15 made of a.Precontrat,tho no doubt ſhe had. 


confefled it with the circumſtances of Time and Perſcn. Yer inthe 
A& of Parliament, it is only faid, that ſhe had confeſſed fome juſt 
and lawful Impediments, by which it was evident, that her Mar- 
riage with the King was not valid. It cannot be now known , 
how this matter was expreſſed in the Sentence given by Cranmer , 
all theſe Records being Burnt. But it is moſt probable, that the 
matter was more .diſtin&ly ſpecified. Now the only Reafon we 
can give of thoſe general Words in the A of Parliament is, that 
this pretended Precontract, being with the Earl of Nerthumberland, 
hehad by a folemn Oath, and by his receiving the Sacrament upon 
it, in the Preſence of the Duke of Norfo/k, and ſome others of the 
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: Privy Council, denied any ſuch Precontra&t. Of which Dr. Burnet 
, aſſures ushe ſaw the Origimal Atteſtation under that EarPs own hand. 
1 This had ſo far invalidated the Queens Conteſlion, that it ſeems the 
. Parliament would not deſcend into the ſi pecitying of her Confeffion. 
| Dr. Burnet hath alſo given ſeveral Evidences of her being at that 
4 time ſo-much diſordered by Vapours, that this doth in a great mea- 
. ſure weaken the Credic of her Teſtimony, even againſt her ſelf. 

L Upon this whole matter then, there are three important Conft- 
- derations,which ariſes out of the Fa, and any one of theſe, ſtems 
y ſtrong enough to overthrow all the Inferences that can be drawn 
f from that part of our Story. 1 

_. I, She was a Perſon condemned;now all the Examinations of Per- 
= ſons condemned are by the Laws of all Nations,only Preſumprions, 
: but not Proofs; the Terrors of Death,and the Hardſhips of a Pri- 
Y ſon, are ſuch juſt abatements, that Confeſſions ſo made, can ne- 
1 ver have that Credit given them, as to found any Sentence upon 
Y, tem ; but in that Queens Caſe, there are two things. which give 


this General Conſideration yet more force as to her particular: The 
one 1s, that it being in the King's Power to order her either to be 
B rn: or Beheaded, the Terror of the former might carry her to ſay 
anything, that might procure her the foicer Death : Bur the other 
was yet [tronger, it was a natural-enough Temptation toher,to lead 
her toconfeſs a Pre contract,fince by that Confeflion the might hope 
fo farto extinguiſh the Crime for which ſhe was condemned, ..as to 
obtain her Life by that means: She was condemned for Adulte- 
Iy; now the Conteflion of a Pre-contrat might be drawn _ 
TD 
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her, as a thing that diſſolved the Marriage,and by conſequence ac. 


quitted her of the Adultery for which ſhe was condemned, ſince if 
ſhe wasnever the Kings true Wife, ſhe could not be guilty towards 


him : So that this matter was perhaps repreſented to her, as that 


which muſt certainly ſave her Life. And thus this Confeſfion being 


rounded an the fears of Death, and carrying in it the hopes of 


ite, can be of no force in Law. 


2. The bare Confeſſion of a Pre-contract without any other Ads. 


minicle or Evidence toconfirm it, cannot be ſuppoſed 2 juſt ground 
codiſfolve a Marriage ; otherwiſe Married Perlons when they grow 
weary of one another, may difſolve their Marriage by taking a falſe 
Oath. Its true, in other caſesthe Parties own Conteffionis ſtrong 
enough in Law againſt themſelves, but in this caſe both the married 
Perſons being equally concerned in the Tie that follows upon ir, the 
Confeflion of the one canot diflolve the Right that accrued to the 
other upon the Marriage ; and ſince two Witneſſes are neceſlary in 
all ſuch Caſes,the Conteſlion of one of the Parties is, at moſt ,burthe 
ſingle Evidence of one Witn2ſs; and therefore Anne Bullens Conf. 
feſfion could not make the Marriage void : 'This 1s further confirmed 
by the Denial of the Perſon with whom the Pre-contract was pre- 
tended tobe made ; if her Confeffion gave ſuch a Credit to themat- 
ter,as to annul her ſubſequent Marriage with the King,it ought like- 
Wiſe to have annulled the Earlof Norrhumberland's Marriage;there« 
fore it could not be received in Law. The other circumſtances of it 
do alſo concur to weaken its credit z it was ſo ſecretly carried, that 
one of the Judges of that time, tells us only that it was reported, 
that ſhe had confeſſed a Pre-contract ; fo that it was not managed 
with the neceſſary Forms of Juſtice;and it being probable that ſome 
General Promiſe of Marriage had paſſed between her and the Earl 
of Northumberland, it isnot likely that ſhe underſtood the difference 
between a Promiſe and a Contra ; ſo ſhe might,eſpecially in ſucha 
hurry, and under ſo much diforder, miſtake the one tor the other, 

«+ 3. But 1n the laſt place, it is to be conſidered , that here was 
an Innocent Child in the caſe, whoſe Legitimacy and Right could 
not be cut off by her Mothers extorted Confeflion ; Infants are 
more particularly under the proteRion of the Law, and there- 
fore Ads paſſed againſt them in that ſtate of Feeblenefs have ſach 
flaws in them, that they have always a right to reverſe them; ſo 
a ſingle Witneſs in ſuch Circumſtances as her Mothers were, 
could not be ſufficient to diſgrace and difinherit her , and 
the Confirmation of the A& of Parliament that followed after- 


wards might have been a forcible bar in Law to her, but could be 
no 
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0jaſt one 3 for as a Baſtard is ſtilla Baſtard, even tho he were 
Legitimated by 4# of Parliament ; ſo a lawful Child is ſtill 
what 'tis, notwithſtanding a Sentence of Baſtardy confirmed in 
parliament 3 and this is ſo. true, and was {9 evidently the pra- 


fice of that time, that even King Henry in his ſuit of Divorce: 
with Q. Catherine, was willing to have his Daughter ary de- 


cared Legirimate, becauſe Children begat in a Marriage, are 


begotten bona fide, and ſo they ought not to ſuffer, becauſe of 
the ſecret Fault of their Parents. And if this was yielded in a 
Marriage where both Parents were according to the King's pre- 
tenſions guilty of Inceſt, it was much more juſt in this caſe of 
Am Bullen, even ſuppoſing her Precontract true : for her ſecret 
fault ought not to blemiſh, nor ruin her innocent Child. Ano- 
ther Inſtance that fell out at this time in the Royal Family, is 
rery conſiderable, and becauſe it is little known, I fancy the 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed to have it particularly opened to 
him : Henry the 8th's Siſter that was ©. of Scotland, did after 
her Huzband King Fames the 4th's Death, marry the Earl of 
Azgws, and by that Marriage ſhe had a Daughter Lady Marga- - 
ret Douglas, Some time after her Marriage ſhe fell to be in ill 
terms with her Husband, and diſcovered a Pre-contract he had 
given to another ; and upon this ſhe ſued him in the Spiritual 
Court; and it being proved, the Marriage was annulled ; but 
her Daughter was ſtill held to be Legitimated, and was enter- 
tained by King Henry as his Niece, and given by him in Marri- 
2ge to the Earl of Lenox, of whom deſcended the Lord Darn- 
ly, that was K. Fames the 1/t of England's Father ; and ſince he 
was conſidered to be the ſecond Perſon in the Succellion to the 
Crown of England, after the Q. of Scots ;, this ſhews that by the 
Praftice of that Time, a PrecontraCt even legally proved, yet 
did not illegitimate the Iſſue that were begotten bora fide by 
ne of the Parents. = 
And thus I hope enough is ſaid to overthrow the Objeftior 
that is made to the firſt Conſtirution of our Church under Q. 
Eliz. it was ſtrangely put, and decently- and weightily writ; 
and therefore I have anſwered it with the like decency of ſtile ; 
lothat if I treat the Author that I am a going to examine, a 
little more familiarly, I hope the Read«r will not impute it to 
ay roughneſs of temper in me z for the examining of Matters 
of Fact, or Arguments from Reaſon, calmly and ſoftly, without 
any mixture of Sharpneſs, is a thing ſo becoming .a Man _ A 
" rl- 
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Chriſtian, that it is not without ſome pain to my ſelf, that 1 
find I mult ſometimes ſay things that ſeem too ſevere : But on 
the other hand, when one finds he hath to do with much unjuſt 
malice, he is carried to an Indignation-that even forces him to 
2 Stile that would appear too flat, if it were not a little ſha 
ned, when the Provocation is ſo juſt : Yet I amo ſenſible that 
this ſmartneſs of Expreſſion is a-thing that 1s rather to be excy. 
ſed than juſtified, that I ſhall watch over my ſelf, leſt I be car. 
ried too far towards it ; for I ſee there is occaſion enough giyen 
me by my Author to tempt me to it. 

But before I enter upon the matters of Fatt, I will take thelj- 
berty to ſet down a Periodof our Author's, which ſhews him a 
great an Apoſtate from Loyalty to the King, as he is fromthe 
other Doctors of the Church of England. He ſtates the matter 
indeed as doubtful ; but the bringing of our Allegiance to the 
King to be diſputable, will bz according to our Law, a matter of 
Premunire at leaſt :. His Words are, Whether in caſe that a Prince 
uſe his Coattive Furiſaittion in ſpiritual Matters, againſt the Defini- 
tzons of the Church, then the Pope hath not alſo virtually ſome tempy 
ral Coattive Power againſt the Prince, namely, to diſſolve the Princes 
Coattive Power, or to authoriſe others to.uſe a.Coattrve Power againſ 
ſuch a Prince in order to the good of the Church. This they bring im 
queſtion ;, but then as this laſt is aſſirmed by ſome of the Roman D« 
ftors, ſo it ts eppoſed by others of them. This is in plain Engliſh, that 
it is diſpatable, Whether a Pope may not depoſe an Heretical 
Prince, and give his Dominions to another ; ſome Doctors of 
the Church of Rome holding the Aﬀirmative, and others the Ne- 
gative:; ſo that according to the Doctrine of Probability, every 
Man may follow the Affirmative with a good Conſcience; and 
this being ſo invidious a matter, our Author's propoſing it as 
doubtful, without-declaring himſelf againſt ir, is a ſtrong, and 
even a violent preſumption, that he himſelf is for it. And vet 
theſe Men boaſt of their Loyalty. 

Our Author inſinuates the Nullity of Ann Buller's Marriage; 
to which I have already given a full anſwer : But he ſupportsit 


| by two Arguments of his own making. (1.) He ſays the Atof 


Parliament (28. Hen. 8.) ſays, that the King was conſcious of 
ſome Impediments why he could not lawfully marry her. From 
which he ſeems to infer, That the Reports of the King's Fam! 
larity with her Siſter, were true : But the Act of Parliament 


mentions only the Queen's Confeſſion, and doth not ſay a wore 
| 0 
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of the King's knowing any ſuch Reaſons. (2.) Hecites a clavſe 


of a Diſpenſation pretended to be granted by P. Clement 7. gi- 
ving him leave to marry again to any Perſon, tho in the firſt de- 


grce of Affinity, and tho ſhe were unlawfully begot ; and to 
make this gain the more Credit, he cites the Words in Latrn. 
But there was no ſuch Diſpenſation either asked or granted, and 
this pretended Diſpenſation was afterwards forged by Q. Eliſa- 
beth's Enemies to defame her. The Bull of Diſpenſation, that 
the King asked, Is ſer down by Dr. Burnet, among the Records 
that he gives us, in which there 1s no ſuch Clauſe; ard it is plain, 
that whatever the King's ſecret intentions might be with relati- 
on to 4m Bullen, that yet he had not declared them, much leſs 
moved to have any ſuch extravagant Chauſe put in the Bull: For 
in the Letter that the two Legats writ to the Pope, preſſing him 
to grant the Bull, they reject that Imputation that was caſt on 
the King, as if he proceeded 1n this matter out of an averſion to 
the Queen, or that he was engaged in it by the Charms of the 
Perſon that he intended to marry, who perhaps was not yet known 
to bim, This way of writing ſhews, at leaſt, that ic is falſe, 
that before this time the King had owned his Deſign for 4» 
Bullen, much leſs that he had confeſs'd Acts of Leudneſs with 
herSiſter 3 otherwiſe it had been too impudent a thing for the 
Legates to have writ in this ſtrain : So that l had reaſon to ſay, 
That theſe were Arguments of our Author's making ; and in 
matters of Fact, this is the ſofteſt word I can find for them. 

Il. Our Author falls into the common Error of C. Woolſcy”s 
concurring with the King at firſt, in his Suit of Divorce, ard be- 
coming afterwards averſe to it,, when he diſcovered his Inclina- 
tions to Ann Buller ;, but her two Letters to the Cardinal,printed 
by Dr. Burnet, ſhew manifeſtly the falſhood of this Imagination. 

lll. He ſays a 100000 pounds Charges was demanded by the 
King from the Clergy,for the expence he had been at in obtaining 
ſo many Inſtruments from the foreign Univerſitics, that had de- 
cid:d this matter ; and for the Sums that were given, he cites 
no better Authors than ſome Teſtimonies produced by Sxzders. 
But the falſhood of this Imputation is ſomanifeſt, that it appears 
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Ibid. n. 24. 
Nam qui Regi- 
nz odio vel 
ſperatz, nec 
dum forſanno- 
t.z,fururx con- 
Jagts illecibus, 
& titil/atione 
Regem agj pu- 
rant 11 eX cor- 
des plane, & 
toro quod ai- 
unt, coelo cr- 
rare vidertur., 

ID1d, 
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by Dr. Crook's Letters and Accounts, that are yet extarr, that @._ 1. 
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he had ſcarce Mony er,ough allowed him fer his own ſubſiſtence; x. ,*. 


ard as the ſmall Preſents he made were inconfiderab:e, being oft 

a Crown or two; ſoin a Letter to the King, he writes in theſe 

Words, Upon pain of my Head, if the contrary be provid, I never 
I 3 
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gave atty man one half penny, before I had his Concluſion to your High: 
neſs, without former prayer or promiſe of Reward for the ſame, By 
this way of writing it is plain, that inſtead of his being inftry. 
fed and furniſhed with Mony to corrupt Divines,he had poſtiye 
Orders to the contrary ; nor is there any mention in the At of 
Parliament, that contains the Grant of the Subſidy of any ex. 
pence that the King had been at, how boldly ſoever it is aſſerted 
by our Author. But the citing of an Act of Parliament had 21 
Air of Truth in it, which might decelye an unwary Reader, 
IV. He pretends to leſſen the Credit of the Deciſions of the 
Univerſities,ſince they had ſuppoſed that the firſt Marriage with 
P. Arthur was conſummated 3 of which he doubts, and propoſe 
the common Objections againſt it, of P. Arthur's Ape, and of his 
dying ſoon after his Marriage. He alſo ſaith, That tho thefir| 
Marriage had been conſummated, many Learned Men(of whon 
he names only F:(her and Tonital, and takes the reſt on Sandr; 
Words) thought the Pope might diſpenſe with it ; and in Con- 
cluſion he cites the Act of Parliament paſſed in the beginning of 
Q. Mary's Reign, condemning her Mother's Divorce, in which 
mention is made of the Corruption of the foreign Univerſities. 
(1.) It is true, all the World believed that the firſt Marriage 
was conſummated, as appears by what Cajetan ſays upon it: 
But (2.) ſince our Author cites L. Herbert's Hiſtory of K. Hemy 
8. he muſt needs have ſeen in him, as clear proofs of a Conſun: 
mation, as a thing of that nature is capable of. (3.) Prince 
Arthur's earlyDeath was generally imputed to his too early Mar- 
riage; and the care that was had of the Princeſs after his Death, 
the delay of giving the Title of Prince of Wales to the younger 
Brother, and the mention made of the Conſummarion of thit 
Marriage, dubiouſly indeed in the Bull for the ſecond Marriagy, 
but more poſitively in the ſuſpeCted Brief, are all as ſtrong Pre 
ſumptions, as conld be brought, for proving a thing of thit 
nature. (4.) Tonſtall concurred with the King in the Divorcy 
and in all that followed upon it ; ſo that our Author had need 
find better Proofs of, this, than Sanders Word, otherwiſe bt] 
hardly gain Credit. (5.) The Learned Men he mentions com 
within a very ſmall compaſs. For as Cajetan was the firſt Authot 
of that Opinion, ſo he had very few Followers in that fe; 
though the Conſcquences of this Diſpute hath drawn the cl 
rent of thc Authors of the Roman Comn.it (i'r; lince that til 
_ to follow his Opinion. (6.) An 4# of i1l:ament _ 1 
7 ar di 
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Gardiner and others in the beginning of Q. Mary's Reign, who 
were the chief Managers of the Suit againſt her Mother, and 


7 who by this Act intended to make their Peace, and their Court 

re with her, is indeed a very venerable Authority, and may very 

of fitly come into the ſame Paragraph with Sanders. 

y- V. He pretends that Cramer and Cromwell were the Authors P. 25. 
A of the Advice of the King's obliging the Clergy in their Sub- 


miſſion to own him for the Supreme Head of the Church, Tt is 
true, he cites Antique Britt. for this, and for another thing, 
that whereas the Clergy deſired to have qualified that Title 
with theſe Words, 1n ſo far, as it is lawful bythe Law of Chriſt ; 
the King reſuſed this, and the Clergy granted it without that 
Reſtriction. Here an Author is pretended ; but if the Wri- 
ter of this Treatiſe had examined theſe matters exa@ly, he 
would have found by a Letter of King Henry's to the Convoca- 


tion of Tork,, that the King had accepted of this Limitation ; Printed in the 


and indeed the nature of things puts it in, whether it had been Cabala. 
ſet down in ſo many expreſs Words or not ; and as for what 
ie aid here of Cranmer, It is without ground, for he was then 
beyond Sea, imployed in diſputing concerning the Divorce. 
VI. He ſays, Warbam Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury was a fa- Þ. 26, 
vourer of Queen Katherines Cauſe. This agrees ill with his 
owning that he ſaw the Lord Herbert's Hiſtory, in which he 
might have found Farhaws Depoſition upon Oath, in which 
he acknowledges, that he thought the Marriage was neither ho- 
nowrable, nor well-pleaſing to God, that therefore he had oppoſed 


it much. And Warbham did ſet forward the Divorce with fo 


much zeal, that he procured a Writing to be ſigned by all the 
Biſhops of his Province, declaring that they thought that the 
King's Marriage was Vnlawful ; and in this he was ſo earneſt, 


- that when Fiſher refuſcd to Sign it, he prelled him vehement- 
1: WE 1y unto it ; but the other ſaid itil], that it was againſt his Con- 


| ſcience, ſo he made another Perſon ſubſcribe in Fiſher's name, 
and ſet to his Seal to the Paper, and pretended that he had F:- 
fher'sleave todo it 5 which he affirmed before the Legates,when 
the matter came to be examined. So falſe is it,that Warhban fa- 
youred the Marriage. 

VII. He pretends, that the next ſtep of the Reformation, 
was the Submiſſion of tic Clergy, by which they bound them- 
ſelves not to Aſſemble without the Kings Vrit, nor to make or exe- 
emte any Canons unleſs the King ſhould by his Royal Grant — 
| : + them 
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them to make or to execute them. But the Proof he cites for thi 
diſcovers his Prevarication evidently. It ſeems he thought; 

careleſs Reader, ſceing an Aſſertion and a Citation follomj 
aſter it, would without reading the long Citation take it fgr 
granted, that it agreed with the Aſſertion, and without bein 
at the pains to read it, would run on to new matter. The Cler- 
gy did not bind themſelves never to meer without the King - 
Writ. They only ſaid, That the Convecation had ever been, a 
ought always to be aſſembled by the King's Writ, which only ſheys 
what is the regular Method of their Aſſembling themſelyg, 
But tho this. obliges them to meet always, when they are requi. 
red to doit by the King's Writ ; yet it doth not bind themyy 
from mecting, in caſe the necelſlities of the Church do require 
it, and that the King refuſes his Writ ;, for then they are redy. 
ced to theſe prudential Conſiderations in the managing of their 
matters in a caſe of Perſecution. Nor did they bind themſelves 
vp from executing the old Canons, but only from the ena{ting 
of new ones; which is very different from the view that our 
Author gives of it, as was made out in the firſt Part of the 

Reflections. 

VHI. He faſtens a very ſtrange Inference on ſome Word 
of an Act of Parliament, as if they had amourtecd to thi, 
That no Laws of the Land, nor the Prerogative aſſumed by 
the King, had any thing of Hereſy in them. If by this is 0n- 
ly meant, that the Laws then in being were not Heretical, 
there is nothing extraordinary in ſuch a Pretention. For a Be- 
dy in which the Legiſlative power reſides, will very naturally 
allert itsown Orthodoxy ; and the bare aſſerting it, will hard- 
ly be thought a Criminal Attempt : But if our Author meant, 
as probably he did, that by this a Declaration was made for 
all time coming, that the Laws of the Land ſhould be for evcr 
theStandard of Zereſy, or ſound DoCtrine ; then this Conclu- 
ſion will hardly be found in the Authority that he gives us for 
itz which is an AQ, declaring, That the ſpeaking againſt thoſe 
Laws made .by the Anthority of the Sce of Rome, by the Policy 
Man, which were repugnant to the Laws of the Realm, or the King* 
Prerogative. ſhould not be judged Hereſy. This is an Inference wot- 
thy of the Sincerity of its Author. In the Body of the Cz 
non-Law, there are many Laws made that deſtroy all Civi- 
Government whatſoever, and that ſubject Princes wholly © 
the Pope. There are alſo many Laws made relating to Gil 
matters 
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matters, Ordine ad Spiritualia ;, but all to be ſure for adyan- 


cing the Intereſts of” that Court from which they came. Now 
the Civil Courts 1n Englazd, were already in Poſſeſſion of gi- 
ving a-check tO the Spiritual Courts, and of granting Prohibi- 
tions upon thelr Judgments, even In Caſes of Hereſy, when the 
Spiritual Courts had judged men Hereticks for Articles that 
were not Hereſy ; as Appeals lie for the like caſes in France, ſo 


that the Parliament made only a Regulation in this matter,which - 


:« 2t this day Practiſed in moſt of all the States of Chriftendorr. 
Otherwiſe Civil Government were a very feeble thing, if ir 
could not preſerve its Members from the arbitrary Proceedings 
of Eccleſiaſtical Courts. And indeed, if the Canons and Rules 
made by the Popes, and ſuch Synods as were abſolutely at their 
diſpoſal, were the meaſures of Hereſy, ſo that Judgments 
ought to paſs upon them, and that States: might not cover 
themſelves from them by Laws ;- we know where this muſt car- 
ry us and how many Bonfires muſt be quickly made in England. 
Byt God be thanked, 1t is not come to that. I] muſt alſo add 
one thing, That if the Judgment of Hereſy had carried with 
it nothing but the Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures of Excommunicati- 
ons and Anathema's, the Church might have pretended that the 


State ought not to meddle too much'in it. But ſince Hereſy not- 
only drew after it an Infamy in Law, but likewiſe a Writ de- 


Heretico Comburendo, according to another Canon acknowledged 
to be in force by our Author ; then a State ought to have made 
ſuch Regulations in this matter, as were necellary to proteCt 
its Members from ſuch -a Butchery. For {ſince the Civil Gover- 
ment is bound to ſecure the Subjects, while they continue In- 
nocent and Obedient, from the Rage of all their Enemies ; our: 
Legiſlators had betrayed their Truſt, if they had not put an 
eſſetual Stop to the Tyranny of the Clergy. And thus it is 
Pain, That this Declaration made by the Parliament, was -no- 
thing but a ſecuring to the Subjects their Z:ves and Fortunes, to 
which they had formerly a very doubtful Tenure, fince they 
held them only at the Difcretion and Mercy of the Clergy. 


IX. But becaufe our Writers have often alledged the Laws P. 4r. 


made in former Times, chiefly the Srature of Premunire made 
by Richard the 24, againſt all Bulls and Proviſions from the See 
of Rome ; Our Author anſwers this very weightily,as he thinks, 
by ſhewing vs, That thoſe Laws related only to ſome ſpecial 


Matters that were temporal Things 3 ſuch as the T' mn” 
ces, 


Jr 


Hiſt.of the Re- 
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fices,or the Tranſlation of Biſhops out of England, without the King, 
confent ;, by wich, boch the King might be deprived of their 
Counſel, and the Treaſure of the Kingdom carried away out of 
it. But all this is trifling. For-a Conteſt being raiſed concerning 
the extent of the Pope*s Power, the Pope claims a degree of Ay. 
thority to be committed to him by Chriſt,and that the wholeP- 
ſtoral Work bclonged to him. Upon this the King and Parliz. 
ment ſet bound: to it. Now the Queſtion ariſes out of this,Whe. 
ther the ſame Authority that warranied them to determine # 
gainſt the Pretenſions of thzt Court in that one Point, did not 
warrant them likewiſe ro do it in other Points. To a Man of a 
clear Underſtanding, the Matter will appear to be pſt diſpute, 
For if in one Point a Parlia.nent may contradict the Pope's De- 
clarations and Canons, ſure it may do it in another ; and liz 
only Queſtion then to be examined, will be co::cerning the Mats 
ter of ſuch Laws. For if the Matter of thoſe Laws is good, the 
Authority is certainly good ; and if the Matter is not good, it 
is confeſſed that an Att of Parliament cannot change the Nature 
of Things. | 
But becauſe this Matter is better underſtood by ſome Bren 
printed by -Dr. Burner, it will be worth the while to examine it 
a little more fully. That vigorous Act of Parliament came out 
indeed in the Reign of a feeble Prince, but the Popedom at that 
time was in a more feeble State; and the adherence of Enylad 
to the Pope, who ſat at Rome, was in that time of Schiſm ſons 
luable a ſupport, that thoſe at Rome (it ſeems) thought it fit to 
take no notice of it. But the Council of Conſtance had no ſooner 
heal'd that Wound, then the Popes were reſolved to havetut 
Law repealed, and England falling again under a new Feeble 
neſs in Herry 6th Minority, and Factions at Home, and Loſſksu 
France,having ſunk the Reputation of the Government extreaty 
ly,the Pope laid hold of that CounjunCture ; and in his Letters 
both to the Arch-Biſhops and Clergy, and to the King and Par 
liament, he Annuls the Statute, and requires the Clergy toge 
it no Obedience, declaring all Perſons that obey it, tobe y/ 


fa&#o Excommunicated, and they ſhould not be relaxed by at 


but himſelf, unleſs it were at the point of Death; and hed: 
dered the Clergy to Preach this Doftrine to all the People. Ht 
required the Parliament, under pain of Damnation to re 

it ; and he founds his Right in the Commiſſion that Chrilt gt 
to St. Peter to feed the Flock. Here ſure, if ever, ay 
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ſpeaks Ex Cathedra, yet for all this, the Parliament would 
qeither-repeal nor explain the former Statute. By all which 

| jc is plain, that our Parliament did not think themſelves bound 
to be born down by big Words, and high Pretenſions. In this 
Diſpute then, between the Spiritual and Temporal Power, 
we ſee the Parliament judged the Matter ; and by the ſame 
right that they judged one Point, they may judg other Points ; 
and if the Matter of their Judgment was good, their Judg- 
ment was as valid under Herry the Eighth, as - under Richard 
the Second, or Henry the Sixth. For the Point being once 
yielded, that the Civil Authority may examine the Deciſions 
of the Church, then this may be certainly carried to other Par- 
ticulars, Or GH” toa greater extent of Matter, as further 
diſcoveries of Truth, and new Provocations may ariſe. 

$. The Affinity of the matter leads me here to make a leap P. 51.. 

orer ſeveral Particulars, which I will afterwards review, and 
to examine that which our Author hath thought fit to ſay con- 
cerning the burning of Hereticks ; only by the way I muſt take. 
notice of the unfaithful Recital that he makes of the two Sta- 
tntes made againſt Hereticks under Henry 4thand Henry 5th ; 
which he repreſents-as if they had-merely teft the Judgment of 
Eereticks to the Ordinary or Dioceſan, without any thing elſe ; 
by which the Repeal of them muſt appear tobe the taking away 
that Judgment from the Spiritual Courts ; but there were o- 
ther and more important Clauſes in thoſe Atts, which gavethe 
Parliament juſt Reaſon to repeal them. In the former, the Ci- 
nil Magiſtrates-are required to be perſonally prefent at the gi- 
ling of Sentence againft Hereticks ; and after the Sentence 
mas paſſed, they were to receive them, and there before the Peo- - 
fie, na high place tobe brent. Here was the poyſonous Sting 
that Ant, which our Author was not faithful enough to men-._ 
tion; and in that paſt by Henry 5th, all Magiſtrates were re- 
quired to take an'Oatlh when 'they-entred upon their employ- 
ments, That they ſhontd uſe their whole Power and: Diligence to de- 
fro al Hereſies and Errors called Lollards, and to aſſiſt the Ordi- 
Mries and the Commiſſaries in'their Proceedings againſt them ; and 
d convitt of Lollardy were to - forfeiv all the Lands that they held 
mn Fee-fimple,as well as their Goods ail Chattels tothe King, Theſe 
ſere the true Motiyes of repealing thoſe Bloody Laws ; which 
our Author ought to have menttoned if he had not deſigned to- 


reve his Reader ; but when he comes to examine the _— | 
E O 
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of Burning Hereticks, he -does it ſo ſoftly, that it is Plain he 
would rather lay us aſleep than quiet us. Firſt, he beging With 
that trifling Anſwer, That the Secular Laws, and not. the Ee 
cleſiaftical, do both appoint and execute it ; but if the $:cyl 
Arm is threatned by the Eccleſiaſtical not only with lower G4, 
ſeres, but even with Depoſition, and that by a Council, which 
he acknowledges to be General, in caſe they do not extirpar 
Hereticks, then this Extirpation 1s ſtill the At of the Church 
enforced upon the Civil Power with a dreadful SanCtion, which 
the Church was Able to execute in thoſe Ages of Superſtition: 
and thus the Guilt of all the Blood-ſhed upon the account of 
Hereſy lies at the Door of that Church. In the next place he 
reckons up ſeveral Inſtances of ſevere Executions againſt He. 
reticks both in England and elfewhere, which were pradtiſed 
not only in Henry the Eighth's time, but alſo under Edvardth 
Sixth; and were carried on chiefly by Cranmer's Authority ; 
Executions made under Queen Elizabeth and King Fames, ar 
alſo mentioned ; to which izadded a Law made by King Jang 
adjudging Men Traytors for being reconciled to the Pope, « 
See of Rome ;, which is putting Men to Death for pretended He. 
reſy, and to a Death worſe thas Burning. But to all this I yi 
only ſay, That the Reformation being a work of time, asMe 
did not all at once throw off all the Corruptions of the Churd 
of Rome, ſo this being the received Doctrine of the Wi 
Church for many Ages, that all Hereticks ought to be extiqz 
ted , if our Reformers did not, ſo ſoon as were to be wiſhed, 
throw off this Remnant of Popery, it is rather to be excuſe 
pitied in them,than to be juſtitied from their Practice : Crame 
did alſo ſoften the Notion of Hereſy as much as he could, by 
reducing it to a plain and wilful Oppoſition to ſome of the #- 
ricles of the Apoſtles Creed ; and if the conſtant Clamours thi 
the Men of the Church of Rome raiſed againſt the Reformat 
on, as a Subverſion of the Chriſtian Religion, becauſe ſon 
that had been among the Reformers, advanced ſome monſtro 
Opinions ; if theſe, I ſay, carried our Reformers to ſuch 1 
way of juſtifying themſelves of this Imputation by ſome pub 
lick Executions, they who gave the occaſion to this Severity 
which I do not pretend to juſtify, ought-not to reproach usfi 
that to which they drove our Anceſtors. As for King Jane 
Law, I will not examine whether the Death of Traitors, or tl 
Burning of Hereticks, is the more dreadful ; it is certain,Fir 
eſpecial] 
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eſpecially when It is ſlow. is the moſt terrible of all Deaths, that 


ez WM ronder Treaſon, be conſidered, it will not appear ſtrange, if the 
uch MI King and Parliament, after they had eſcaped fo narrowly the 
ate Nl preateſt of all Dangers, took a little more than ordinary care to- 
ch, Ml {ecure themſelves againſt the like Attempts In time coming, 
wich MW And if the ſevere Canons of the Council of Zateraz againſt He- 
on; Ml reticks had Jain as ſo many dead Letters in the Body of the 
of Ml Laws of their Church, as that Law hath done in our Book of 
e he WY Statutes, they had had much- leſs Blood to anſwer for. and leſs: 
He. guilt than lies upon them at preſent. After theſe Softnings, our 
iſd MI Author comes to paſs his own Cenſure on the Burning of He- 
the WM reticks ; but the common Rules of Prudence ſhould have led. 
ty: MW him in the preſent Junture. of Aﬀairs to-have condemned. it. 
are WM roundly, and ſo to have laid our apprehenſions a little; yet he: 
mes, BY aw ſo plainly, that this was a praftice ſoclearly authorized, 
, a WM both by Law and Cuſtom in their Church, that hedurſt not diſ-: 
H. WY own itin expreſs words ; and indeed he underſtands (o little, 
yl 8 bowa tender Point ought to be touch*d, that by all the Rules of 
Ma BY Prudence he ought not to-have medled with it. His Diſcourſe 
urd RY in this is an Original; and becauſe Ple do him no wrong in the: 
bn WM manner of repreſenting it, I will ſet it down in his own words. 
mY © But whether this Law init ſelf be juſt 3 and again, if juſt, 
bed BY © whether it may be juſtly extended to all thoſe ſimple People 
*putto death.in Queen Afary's days, (ſuch as St. Auſtin calls 
* Hereticis Credentes) becauſe they had ſo much Obſtinacy, as 
* not torecant their Errors, for which- they ſaw their former 
"Teachers ſacrifice their Lives, eſpecially when they were pre- 
*judiced. by the moſt common contrary Doctrine and Practice 
"in the precedent Times of Edward the 6th; and had lived in- 
*ſucha condition-of Life, as neither had Means, nor Leiſure, 
or Capacity to examine the Churches, Authority, Councus 
or Fathers, ordinarily ſuch-Perſons being only to be, reduced: 
; (2 they were perverted )- by the contrary faſhion and courſe 
, Of the Times, ard by Example, and not- by Argument, ei- 
«ther from Reaſon or from Authority ; ( and the ſame that I 
: bay of theſe Laity,. may perhaps alſo be faid of ſome ulite- 
. ate Clergy ); whether, I fay, .this Law may juſtly be ex- 
. tended to ſuch, and the higheſt ſuffering Death be inflicted: 
; (eſpecially where the: Delinguents are fo numerous) .rather 
FE 2 «that. 


which givesthe moſt formidable Impreſſion ; bur if. the Provo-- 
lar WM cation given to the King and Parliament at that time by the Gun-- 
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&« than ſome lower Cenſures of pecuniary MulCts or Impriſfoq. 
« mert ; theſe things I meddle not with, nor would be though 
« at all in this place to juſtify. 

Here is a long Period of 208 Words, before the Verb comes 
to cioſe it ; but there is ſmall comfort in all this; for even af. 
ter our Author hath put the Caſe with all poſſible Abatemen 
and as ſofi as may be, of the Ig-orances, the ſtrong Prejadices, 
and the numbers of the Delinquents, and intimated his merci. 
ful Inclinations only towards the Laity, and {ome of the illi- 
terate Clergy, and that © ly with relation to Death ; Fin 
and Impriſonments, being left out of the Grace that he would 
ſhew us ; yet in concluſion he only tei:s us, He well not medd 
with this Matter, nor would he be thous bt at all to jrſtify it in thi 
place ;, for he 14 only concerned what we think of him, and whe- i 
ther he juſtifies it or not; he only tells us he wonld not'be 
thought to doit; and yet leſt that ſeem roo much, he adds a 
further Qualification, that he would 70s be thought ro juſtify i 
in this place : So that he hath fully reſerved all his Rights entire 
to a fitter opportunity, and then hz well may, without theleaſt 
Reproach, juſtify that in another piace, which he doth not think 
fit to doat preſent : Yet it ſeems he hath a very narrow Heart 
in Matters of Grace; for this ſame ſcanty meaſvre of Fayour 
that he had clogg'd with ſo many Reſerves, is yet retrenched 
conſiderably in the following words. 

<« Tho ſome among thoſe unlearned Lay-people, I confeſsto 
© have been extremely arrogant, and obſtinate, and 7zealons, 
&« beyond -knowledg ; and tho they had ſuffered for a godd 
« Cauſe, yet ſuffering for it on good or reaſonable grounds, z 
<« neither themſelves, being any way learned, nor pretendin 
© the Authority of any Church, nor relying on any profil 
< Teachers, but on the certainty of their own private Judg- 
& ment, interpreting Scripture as yon-may ſee: And here ſome 
Inſtances are-given ; but if this Period will cloſe it ſelf it may; 
for our Author, who ſeldom takes care of ſuch ſmall Matty 
leaves It in this unfiniſhed condition.. I will not examine the 
truth of this Maxim, but will only take notice, that ſince all 
Proteſtants agree in this, that the Ground of our Faith is that 
which appears to us tobe the Senſe of the Scripture, our A: 
thor hath by this limitation of his former gentleneſs towarG 
us, delivered us all over to the ſecular Arm z and fo God hav 
Mercy on our Souls, for it is plaia he will have none vpon' of 
Bodies. = XI. He 
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XI. He quarrels with the Privy-Gouncil, for impriſoning of 
Banner, becauſe he ſaid he would obſerye the Injunctions that 
were tc:t him if they were not contrary and repugnant to God's 
Law, and to the Statute and Ordinance of the Church ;, the fault 6m- 
pated here to him, I ſuppoſe, being that he refuſed to obey any 1n- 
qunitions of the King, when repugnant to the Statute and Ordinance 
of the Church. But ſince hethad a mind to blacken that time, 
he might have as well ſaid, that they found fault with him be- 
cauſe he had- promiſed to obey the InjunRions, if they were 


not contrary to Gods Law ; and that. thereby it appeared, 


that they preferred their InjunCtions to the Laws of God, as 
well as to the Laws of the Church ; and by our Author's ta- 
king no notice of the firſt Branch of Bonrer's Exception, it 
may be inferred. That all his Concern is about the Laws of the 
Church, and ſo they be ſecured, he troubles himſelf little-what 
becomes of the Law of God. But. if he had weighed this mat- 
ter as he ought to do, he would have found that this Excepti- 
on is very ill grounded. When a Form of a Subſcription is de- 

manded, there is no. Government in the World, that will accept 
of one that indeed ſignifies nothing at all ; for.it is viſible, that 

a Subſcription made with thoſe Reſerves, ſignifies nothing ; 

therefore if Boyrer had acted as became his Character, he ſhould 

have directly refuſed the Subſcription of ſuch Injun&ions, as he 

found to be contrary to the Laws of God, or to ſuch Laws of 
the Church as he thonght bound his Conſcience : But the Pro- 

teſtation he made, gave a very juſt ground to the Government 

to proceed againft him accordingto Law. 

XII. Our Author intending to aggravate the Proceedings as 
cainſt Gardiner, ſhews his great Judgment in ſetting down the 
Article relating to the Kings Supremacy at full length, whereas. 
he had only named the others ; for he could have invented no- 
thing that muſt needs render all his Exceptions to the King's 
Supremacy more viſibly unjuſt than this 'doth, which is in theſe 
words : That his Majeſty 4s Supream Head of the Church of Eng- 
land, bath full Power and Autherity to make and ſet forth Laws, In- 
junttions, and Ordinances concerning Religion and Orgers imthe ſaid 
Church, for repreſſing all Errors and Herefies, and other Enormaties 
aud Abuſes ;, ſa that the ſame Alteration be not contrary ar repug- 
nant tothe Scriptures or Law-of . God, This was no other than 
What Gardiner had over and over again both by his Oiths and 
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juſt, that one would think there lay no pollible Exception ty 
it. Here there is noclaim to the declaring what were Err 
and Hereſies, but only to the repreſling them : and this is dons 
by the Secular Arm, even where Men are burnt for Hereſy 
Beſides, the Power, that according to our. Author, belongs tg 
the Paſtors of the Church, is either founded on the Scriptures, 
or it.15 not ; if it is not founded on the Scripture, there'is' no 
great regard to be had to it ;, but if 1t 1s founded on it, then it 
is clearly excepted by the Words of this Article ; ſo it is hard 
to ſee of what uſe this is to our Author, unleſs it be to ſhey 
him his Injuſtice. ; 

X11I. He tells us, that all that which had been done under 
King Henry and King Edward, was Annulled by an aqual Ay- 
thority under Queen ary. But tho I acknowledg he was both 
the Sovereign, and the Parliament ; yet there was neither Jv 
ſtice nor Moderation in the Charge now made, <qual to what 
had been done before. A great-deal might be ſaid concerhinp 
the Eleftion of the Members of Parliament, and the Pradtices 
upon them, and of the turning out a Multitnde of the Clerpy 
before the Laws were changed. The Diſorders ard Irregular: 
ties in the Diſputes had nothing of that fair dealing in then 
that had-appearcd in King Edward's time ; and whereas all the 
Severity of King Edward's days, was the impriſoning of three 
or four Biſhops, and the turning out ſome of the other Clergy; 
be knows well how matters went under Queen Afary. So thit 
we cannot be denied this Glory, that a Spirit of Juſtice and 
Moderation appear'd at every time that the Reformation pre- 
valild. Whereas things went much otherwiſe in this ſad Re 
yolution, in which our Author glories ſo much. So that if 
the good or ill Behaviours of the ſeveral Parties, as they had 
their turns in the Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, furniſhes a juſt 
Prejudice, even In favour of the Cauſe it ſelf, we have this on 
our fide as fully as we can wiſh for. pf 7 

XIV. He tells us that the Biſhoprick of Durham was firlt kept 
void in King Edward's Days, ard laſt of ©!) it was by Aft 
Parliament diſſolved to increaſe the King*s Revenue, If our Al- 
thor had examined the Records of Pariiament, he wou!d hart 
fourd that the 4& that related to the Bilhoprick of Durhan, 
did not at a ll propoſe the Increaſe of the King's Revenue, dit 
the dividing of one Biſhoprick into two; and the railing and 
endowing, of a new Cathedral Church, all which muſt _ 

riſen 
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ciſen to about four thouſand: Marks of old Rents, which confi- 
dering how long Lands were ler near the Borders, did certain- 
1y very near exhauſt the whole Revenue of that See, This is 
. indeed of no great Importance to the main Cauſe. For if ſ2- 
crilegious Men went into the Reformation,: hoping to enrich 
themſelves by it,. this 1s nothing but what falls out in all great 
Revolutions. And It is plain our Author took up general Re- 
ts very eaſily, that ſo he might make a Clamour with them 
2painſt our Church. But if ſome that gave an outward com- 
pliance to the DoQrine of our Church, were really a Reproach 
to it ; he of all Men for a certain Reaſon ought not to inſiſt on 
it. Since WE are: No more accountable for the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland's Aftions, than we are for his own. | 
' Xy. Hetells us, That the Biſhops turned out by Queen 44a- 
yy, were ejected, becauſe the greater part of them were Mar- 
ried; upon which he gives ſome grounds to juſtify that Sen- 
tence, | 
l will not here examine the Point of the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Marriage of the Clergy. -It is not ſo much as pretended to be 
founded on Scripture z and the Diſcipline of the Church -hath 
been, and 1s to this day very various in that Matter. But this 
4s certain, that a Law being made in King Edward's days allow- 
ing the Marriage of the Clergy, the Queen upon the Repeal of 
that Law, granted a Commiſſion to ſome Biſhops to examine 
four of: King Edwards Biſhops, and to try if. they were marri- 
ed, and upon that to deprive them. This. was an A of the 
Queen's Civil Power ;, ſo that the Deprivation, according to 
our Author's own Principle, was done by virtue of that. Com- 
miſſion, and was by conſequence void. It was alſo moſt unjuſt 
with relation to the Civil Power. For theſe Biſhops. having 
been-married under the Protefion of a Law that warranted ir, 
that Law muſt ſtill juſtifie them for what was paſſed ; and the 
repeal of it, tho it might impower the Queen to proceed for the 
future againſt thoſe of the Clergy that ſhould contract Marri- 
2ge, yet it was againſt all the Rules of : Juftice to deprive them 
by virtue of a Commiſſion from the Queen, for an Action that 
was warranted by a Law then in being. But there was another 
more extravagint Commiſſion by which three other Biſhops are 
repreſented as not having behaved themſelves well, and that as 
the Queen credibly underſtood, they had both preach'd errone- 
ous Doctrines, and had carried themſelves contrary to the _ 
0 
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of God, and the Practice of the Univerſal Chnrch, Ay 
therefore She orders theſe Perſons to proceed againſt the 
ther according to the Eccleſiaſtical Canons, or the Laws of the 
Land, and declare their Biſhopricks void, «s they were indiell d. 
ready void. Now our Author will ſhew his great readinginm 
inſtance that cannot be diſputed, 1f he can find a Preſident fir 
ſuch a Commiſſion as this 15, in all Hiſtory, or a Warrantfir 
it, among all thoſe Canons for which he pretends ſo mnch Re 
ſpe&t and Zeal. And thus he hath a Deprivation of ſeven Bi 
done by the Civil Authority, and without ſo much as the colour 
of Juſtice. 

XVI. The ſecond Reaſon he gives for their Deprivation, wy 
their not acknowledging of any Supremacy in the Roman Par). 
arch ;, and here, as elſewhere, he ſeems to plead for no higher 
Authority tothe Pope, but that of a Patriarch. But not tore. 
peat what was ſaid upon this in the general Conſiderations, the 
acknowledging of that Power in the Pope, would. not have fer. 
ved turn. It-was never demanded of the Clergy, and would 
certainly not have been accepted. | 

XVII. Another Reaſon was, their refuſing to officiate accor- 
ding to the Liturgies received, and uſed by the whole Catholic 
Church, for near 1000 years. There is ſome Modeſty in this Pre- 
tenſion, which carries up the Abuſes no higher than 1000 year, 
Tho,asto the greater part of them, and the greateſt of themal, 
which is the Adoration of the Hoſt, there 1s no juſt claim to the 
balf of that Antiquity. Yet if the Church of Rome will give v 
the firſt five hundred years, we will not be much concerned in 
the- thouſand that comes next. Our Author ſpake too wids, 
when he named the whole Catholick Church, he ſhould have ſaidthe 
Weftern Church, if he would have ſpoke exactly ; and for this 
Pretenſion to a 1000 years,any that will compare the Miſſals that 
have been printed by Card. Bonaand F.Mabillon, with the preſent 
Roman Miſlals,will foon find that the Rom. Miſſal of the laſt Ay, 
was far different from what it had been for 1000 years before. 
There ts one Particular in which indeed they ſeem both to agree, 
and yet by which the change of the Doctrine of the Church 
is very conſpicuous in the ſo much diſputed point concerningtke 
Preſence in the Sacrament. After the 5*þ Century that a ſort of an 
Invocation of Saints was received, by which, tho they were not 
immediately pray?d to, yet Prayers wereput up to God tohexr 


There 


us, upon the account of their Interceſlion. 
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There are ſome Prayers in ſome Ancient Miſſals that men- 
tion the offering up of that Sacrifice to their Honour, and 
that pray God to accept of ic on the account of their 
Interceffion. Now in the Opinion of the Church of En: /and, 
that conſiders the Communion as a commemorative 5acri- 
fce of the Death of Chrift, and as a Sacrifice of Praiſe that 
is offered up to God upon it, theſe Words bear-a goo S2nfle, 
which is, that to honour the Mzmory of ſuch Saints, their 
Holy-days were days of Communion; and this Action is 
prayed to be accepted of God, on the account of their 
Iaterceflion. In which there is nothing to be blamed, but 
the Superſtition of praying to God with regard to their In- 
receſſion. But one ſees a good Senf2 in thoſe Collects : yer 
theſe very Colledts are Nonelenſe, or down-right blaſphe- 
mous in the preſent State of the Roman Church, in which 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs is believed to be the very Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chrift, which are there offered up, fo as 
to be a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Dead and che Living. 
Now to ſay, That this is offered up to the Honour of a 
Saint, or to pray that it may be accepted by Virtue of their 
Interceflion, is the moſt extravagant and impious thing that 
can be imagined. So that this change of Doctrine hath 
rendred the Canon of the Maſs, even in thoſe things for 
which they can pretend to ſome Anriquity, both Impious 
and Blaſphemous in the Opinion and Senſe which is now 
generally received in that Church. 


XVIII. Our Author cenſures a Clauſe in an Actpaſſed p, g,, 


in the beginning of Queen E/:zabeth's Reign, in which it is 
declared, That in all twme coming, Dottrines are to be judged 
and determined to be Hereſies by the High Court of Parliament, 
with the Aſſent of the Clergy in their Convocation , as if by 
tnis the Clergy could not paſs a . Judgment of Hereſy, 
withour the Concurrence of the. Parliament. But Here- 
lie being declared- a Crime, that inferred a Civil Puniſh- 
ment, the Parliament had all poſlible reaſon to make their 
own Concurrence neceflary to a Judgment upon which 
many Civil Effeas were to follow. If the Judgment of 
Hereſy went no further than Spiritual Cenſures, then this 
Limitation upon the Clergy might be blamed a little. 
What is this, but what: is practited at preſent in .Frarce, 
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in which the Cenſure that che preſent Pope paſſed in My, 
1679. condemning ſome of the impious Opinions of the 
modern Caſuiſts, was declared to be of no force, becauſe 
it flowed from the Pope wich the Court of the I:quiſitian 
which is not received in that Kingdom. And neither the 
Bulls of Popes, nor the Decrees of Councils are of any force 
there, but as they are verified in Parliament, tho their Par. 
liaments come far ſhort of the Authority of ours. 

XIX. Our Author excepts to King Herry the Eighth 
abrogating thoſe Laws that were eſtabliſhed by the Authoriy 
of the Biſh:ps of Rome ; as if this included all thoſe Laws tha 
ere paſſed by the Councils, in which Popes preſided , ſince the 
Canon-Law i compoſed of Synodal, as well as of Pontifical! Law, 
In this we will freely own to him, that ſince the time that 
the Popes have ſo far enſlaved the Biſhops, as to makethem 
{wear Obedience to them, we look upon all the Laws that 
have been made in Synods, compoſed of men 1ſopre-engaged, 
as Papal Laws; but this doth not at all touch thoſe Laws 
that paſſed before that Authority was claimed. And in- 
deed there never was a groſler Abuſe puton the World, than 
the whole Canon Law. For as for the firſt arid ſoundeſt part 
of it, which is Gratian's Decree, it was only a Common: 
place Book drawn up by a Man that was indeed, conſider: 
ing the Age in which he lived, of great Learning, and 
good judgment. But he was at that time 1o ill furniſhed 
with all neceſſary helps to make him judge aright of this 
Matter, that it 1s an impudent thing, in the Ages of more 
Knowledge, to pretend to keep up the Credit of a Bookthat 
was compiled in ſo dark, and ſo corrupt a time. The reſt 
is yet worſe, made up of Papal Conſtitutions, or the De 
crees of thoſe ignorant and packet Aſſemblies, that had 
met for the three Ages preceding the Reformation. If King 
Henry had abrogated the Ancient Canons, our Author might 
have had ſome colour forhis Complaints. But the total abro- 
gating of that courſe Compilation of the Canon-Lavz, 
which never was founded on any good Authority, was 
juſt a thing, that there are very few Learned Men in the 
Roman Communion at preſent,that will not ſay it were wel 
ior the Church if it were quire laid afide, ſince now all me 
but ſuch as our Author are aſhamed of it. 

XX, Our 
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XX. Our Author writes as if he intended to do Honour P. 93. 


to the Memory of King Henry. For he cites theſe words 
our of his Preface to his Injun&ions; Which agreement of the 
Clergy for as muci as we think to have proceeded of a good, 
richt and true Fudgment, and to be agreeable to the Laws and 
Ordinances of God ; He thereupon ordered it to be publiſh- 


ed. An ordinary man would be upon this induced to ap- 


prove mightily of the King's Method. Firlt, co Authorize 
the Clergy to examine thoſe Matters, and after that, to 
review their Determinations himſelf, before he gave his 
Civil Sanction to them. Would our Author have a Prince 
rely blindly on a National Clergy, which is ſabje& to Error, 
25 15 acknowledged by all the World 2 What Judgmentthen 


| can he follow but his own? The Civil Power muſt be applied 
in matters of Religion, as is acknowledged on all hands, up- 


on the Judgment of the Prince. For he can follow no other, 
even in the Principles of. the Church of Rome, excepr when 
heis determined by an Infallible Court, which is only in a 
General Council. 


XXl. Among the other Exorbitances of the King's Supre- Pag. 99. 


macy,one reckoned up by our Author, is his taking away the 
Pope's Authority as Patriarch, in confirming the Metropoli- 
tan, and his requiring his Clergy, under the pains of Premu- 


| wire, to conſecrate into Biſhopricks any that he ſhall nomi- 


nate: It is great Ignorance, or ſomewhat worſe, in our Au- 
thor, if he will pretend that the Authority of the Patriarchs 
over Metropolitans, was of Primitive Antiquity ; for by the 
Council of Nice, evcry Province was an entire Body within 
It elf; if the Clergy is under ſome ſervitude as to the pro- 
moting thoſs nominated by the King, the Pope is under the 
lame to the King of France by theConcordate; and our Subje- 
con in this Point, does not bind our Conſciences, but lies 


| Only on our Perſons and Benefices ; and therefore when a 


caſe of Perſecution comes, we mult reſolve to venture on a 
Premunire,and worſe things too, if we are preſſed hard. 


; XXII. He adds to this another groſs miſtake in Hiſtory, P. ibid. 


ntimating that the Supprefiion of Monaſterics was done 


| by Virtue of this Supremacy ; upon which he runs out 


oa long deduction of many Particulars relating to that 
ar; but this is alſo falſe, that the Supremacy was 
G 2 not 
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not ſo much as once pretended init; it went all upon. Ags 
of Parliament, and the ſurrenders of the Monks : If the 
King acted violently and unjuſtly in this matter, ir doth not 
at all concern the Reformation,and much leſs his Supremacy; 
and as for all the Topicks of Sacriledge and Profanation 
and the alienation of Things, and the violation of Perſon: 
{ Sacred), theſe are general and dreadful words, which loſe 
their Horror, when it is conſidered, That the vaſt Endoy: 
ments of Monaſteries were the Eff:&s of the Superſtition of 
thoſe Apes, in which the belief of the Redemption out of 
Purgatory, by the ſaying of ſo many Maſl?s, togethzr 
with many falſe Miracles, had prevailed fo far on the Io- 
norance and Creduliry of the World, as to draw the beſt 
part of the Wealth of Exrope into thoſe Houſes; when 1 ſay 


) 


not only the ſcandalous Lives of many Monks, which were 
indeed but Pertonal Things, but their falſe Miracles and 
Relicks, and above all, the falſhood of redeeming Men out 
of Purgatory by their means, were diſcovered, :no doubtit 
was lawful to diffolve all thoſe Endowments, and to tum 
their Wealth to better uſes; and if the King did not enough 


that way, it was ſo much the worſe for him; but that doth 
not at all blemiſh the Reformation. So that all the long dr 
grefiion he makes upon this Head, is impertinent to the bul 
neſs in hand, whichis the Supremacy. 

XXIII. He ſays, That the Pope pretends no ſuch Power, 
as to alienate the Church Revenues for to ſpend them himſelf, « 
to diſpoſe of them in what maner, or to what perſons he pleaſes; 
but only for ſeme juſt Cauſe, that ws, in a prudential Arbitratim, 
for an equal or greater benefit accruing to the Church, or Cit 
ftianity, T do not know if the D's of Parma, or a great 
many other Princes, that have been raiſed out of th: 
Patrimony of the Church, would judge this to be good 
Dodtrine ; and if the Church is always a mivor, fo that 
the Bargains made in her name may be ever recalled, 
ir would be hard to find what Benefit hath ariſen to il 
Church or Chriſtianity, out of the Robberies that Pops 
have made to raiſe their Families ; and it is a ſtrange pi 
of Impudence in theſs men, who are always reproact 
ing us with what ſome of our Princes did in the tm 


of the Reformation, when all that put together, doth 
amout 


amount to the Injuſtices that have been committed in one 
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ſingle Pontificate of thoſe whom they would have us look 
on as God's Truſtees, and as Chriſt's Vicars ; if they are not 
concerned in thoſe who are the Spiritual Heads of their 
Church, much lefs are we bound to juſtifie all the Actions 
of thoſe who are only the Civil and Temporal Heads of our 
Church. 

XXIV. He tells us, that the Afonks conld mot give away that p, 1;-,, 
wich they had only for term of Life. 1 know not how thiis 
com2sto be delivered by our Author, ata time when the fur- 
render of ſo many Charters to the King hath been judged 
Lzgal, tho it was made by men whohad no 7itle 79 thefe, and 
wio were ſo far from having a Right to them for Term of Life, 
that tney had only the Adminiſtration of them in an Annu- 
al Magiſtracy ; ſo that our Author had beſt conſider how he 
advances ſuch Poſitions, left he doth as much hurt one way, 

45 he thinks to do fervice another. In a word, our Author 
hath pleaded the Cauſe of the Monalteries, and hatharraign- 
ed the ſuppreſiion of them ſeverely, tho as he ſaid concern- 
ing the burning of Hereticks, he would not be thought to plead 
fer it in this place. | 

XXV. He accuſes King Hewry for giving Diſpenfations in p. 111. 
matters of Marriage againſt Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and be- 
canſe he declared all Marriages to be lawful, that were not 
againſt Gods Law : Here, it in any thing, the perverſene's 
ot the Church of Rome appears, or rather their deſign to o!:- 
lIige the Worldto have oft recourſe to them, to pay them well, 
and to depend much on them ; they have prohibited Murri- 
age in many degrees that were not forbid by the Law of God ; 
and to ballance this, they have ſuffered Marriages to be con- 
tracted in the Degrees forbid by God ; for the Pop2's power 
0! Diſpenſing is promoted both ways; they have added a 
new Contrivance of Spiritual Kindred ; and as the Prohibi- 
tons that they have ſet up, were unknown to the Antienc 
Church, ſo the Degrees that they have declared diſpenſible, 
were believed by the Antient Church to be moral and indiſ- 
penlable: And yet after all this corruption of Eccleſiaſtical 
Viſcipline, they are in great wrath at the Reformers, becauſe 
they thought it was fit to return to the Degrees forbid by the 
Jaw of Moſes, and to cut off theſe ſuperadded hg 7" 
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which were inventions to bring griſt to that Mill, where alt 
things were to be had, ſo men will come up to the Price, 
There follow here a great many Inſtances, in which Kin 
Henry exerciſed his Supremacy, which our Author apprs 
vates all he can : But the Conſiderations that were propoſed 
in the firſt part, ſeem fully to ſatisfie all the difficulties tha 
can be thought to ariſe out of them. | 
XXVI. He tells us, that ſuch of the Privy Council z; 
complied not with the Changes made in King Edwards 
Days, were turacd out after ſome time; and names Biſho 
Tonſtal, Wriotheſly the Chancellor, and che Earl of Arundy; 
and he adds, "That the King had but one Parliament, conti- 
nued by Prorogation from Seflion to Seffion, till ar laſt'i 
ended in the death of the King. Here are matters of no 
great Conſequence, I confeſs : but theſe ſhew how carelek 
our Author was in examining the ſtory of our Reformation, 
and how eaſie he was to take upany Reports that might blaſt 
it. It will not appear a very extraordinary thing to ſee Pri 
vy Counſellors turned out, that do not concur with the De 
ſigns that prevail. Some ſuch things have poffibly fallen out 
in ourown time ; and Men have no great cauſe to complain 
of a ſevere Adminiſtration, when this is all the rigour that's 
ſhewed to thoſe who oppoſe themſelves to the 7ide. But our 
Author was mifinformed in all theſe Particulars. Tonfd 
went along with all that was done, and was contented to pro- 
teſt in Parliament againſt ſome Laws; but as ſoon as they 
were made, he gave a ready obedience to them ; and con 
tinued to be {till in the Council, during the Duke of Somer- 
{ers Miniſtry. M#riotheſly was not turned out till after ſome 
time; but immediately upon King Henry's death, he had paft 
an illegal Patent, upon which, to prevent a ſeverer ſentence, 
he reſign'd his Place ; but he continued ſtill to be of the Pr: 
vy Council. And the Earl of Arundel continued to be of 
the Privy Council for many years, and long after fell to be 
in ill terms with the Duke of Northumberland ; and uponthat 
an Enquiry was made into his Adminiſtration, and he was ft 
ned 12000 Pounds. But it is no wonder to find our Author 
miſtaken in matters of this Nature, when in fo publick 2 
thing as that King Edward had but one Parliament in his 
whole Reign, he hath not been at the pains to turn m_—_ 
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Book of Statutes; for chere he would have found, that King 
rdward's firſt Parliument was diſſolved the 15th of April 
1552, and a ſecond Parliament was called, and opened the 
6ſt of Mch following, and was diflolved the laſt day of 
that ſums Month. So that there were two Parliaments in 
this Reign, and the ſecond was diſſolved by an A& of the 
King's, and not by his death. I do confeſs theſe are not great 
matters ; yer this may be drawn. out of them, that our Au- 
thor, who pretends to have examined the Tranſactions of 
that time with ſo much exanels, took things upon cruſt, 
without giving himſelf the trouble to enquire into them ſo 
critically as was neceflary for one that was reſolved to paſs 
a Judgment upon them. 


XXV1L. Hz expoſtulates upon the Inhibition of preaching P. 127: 


put upon the Biſhops, except in their own Cathedrals, which 
aprecs ill with the Cenſure that Fox paſſes upon them, as 
DumbPrelatzs. And after this there was a general Inhibici- 
on on the whole Clzrgy, hindring them to preach, till a U- 
niform Ocder of Dod&rine ſhould be ſet ont ; in which ſome 
Biſhops, and other Learned Men, were then employed by 
the King's Order. As for this Inhibition upon Biſhops to 
preach, except in their Cathedrals, ic is a Fiction of our Au- 
thor's, for which he can give no Voucher; they were not fo 
much as reſtrained from giving Licenſes to preach, much leſs 
to preach themſelves over theirs Dioceſs. The ſecond and 
general Reſtraint, as it was but for a very ſhore while, ſo the 
Thing is very doabtful, and ſtands only on Fuller's Credit, 
whowas too Careleſs a Writer to be appealed to in any mat- 
ter of Conſequence. 


no m one kind, which, by all appearance, is that lately writ 
by th2 Biſhop of M:aux. This ſhews, that the Auchor and the 
Publiſher is the ſamz perſo:, cho others pretend that the Au- 
thor is dzad many years ago. But ic ſeems the Publiſher 
thought fit at leaſt co add ſome new touches ; and fince he 
didthar, he might have thought it worth the while to have 
examined at 12alt the Records publiſhed by Dr. Burnet, and 
his Hiſtory it ſeit might have been conſidered, as well as Mer. 
Fuller's and Dr. He:ylin's. But ſince it ſeems our Author 
thoughtche Diſcourſe of the Communion inons kind firtobe 
rc- 


AXVIIL Our Author cites here the Diſcourſe of Commu: p. 134. 
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mot ſo much as once pretended init; it went all upon. Ag; 
of Parliament, and the ſurrenders of the Monks : If the 
King acted violently and unjuſtly in this matter, ir doth no: 
atall concern theReformation,and much leſs his Supremacy 
and as for all the Topicks of Sacriledze and Profanation 
and the alienation of Things, and the violation of Perſon; 
{ Sacred ), theſe arc general and dreadtul words, which loſe 
their Horror, when it is conſidered, That the vaſt Endoy: 
ments of Monaſterics were the Eff:&s of the Superſtition of 
thoſe Apes, in which the beliet of the Redemption our of 
Purgatory , bv the ſaying of ſo many Maſl*s, together 
with many falſe Miracles, had prevailed fo tar on the lg: 
norance and Credulity of the World, as to draw the belt 
part of the Wealth of Exrope into thoſe Houſes; when l fay, 
not only the ſcandalous Lives of many Monks, which werz 
indeed but Pertonal Things, but their falſe Miracles and 
Relicks, and above all, the falſhood of redeeming Men out 
of Purgatory by their means, were diſcovered, no doubt it 
was lawtul to diſfolve all thoſe Endowments, and to turn 
their Wealth to better uſes; and if the King did not enough 
that way, it was ſo much the worſe for him; but that doth 
not at all blemiſh the Reformation. So that all the long d: 
grcflion he makes upon this Head, 1s impertinent to the buſt 
nefs in hand, which is the Supremacy. 

XXIII. He ſays, That the Pope pretends no ſuch Power, 
as to alienate the Church Revenues for to ſpend them himſelf, « 
to diſpoſe of them in what 1mamer, or to what perſons he pleaſes; 
but only for ſeme juſt Cauſe, that , in a prudential Arbitration, 
for an equal or greater benefit accruing to the Church, or Cin- 
ftianity. ] do not know it the D's of Parma, or a great 
many other Princes, that have been raiſed out ot th? 
Patrimony of the Church, would judge this to be good 
Dodrine ; and if the Church is always a minor, fo that 
the Bargains made in her name may be ever recalled, 
ir would be hard to find what Benefit hath ariſen to the 
Church or Chriſtianity, out of the Robberies that Popes 
have made to raiſe their Families ; and it is a ſtrange piece 
of Impudence in theſs men, who are always reproaci- 
ing us with what ſome of our Princes did in the time 
of the Reformation, when all that put together, doth nt 

amoun. 
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amount to the Injuſtices tnat have been committed in one 
ſingle Pontificate of thoſe whom they would have us look 
on as God's Truſtees, and as Chriſt's Vicars ; if they are not 
concerned in thoſe who are the Spiritual Heads of their 
Church, much lefs are we bound to juſtifie all the Actions 
of thoſe who are only the Civil and Temporal Heads of our 
Church. 

XXIV. He tells us, that the Monks ccnld not give away that p, \;- 
w.ich rhcy had only for term of Life. 1 know not how thiis 
com2sto be delivered by our Author, atatime when the fur- 
render of ſo many Charters to the King hath been judged 
Legal, tho it was made by men whohad no 7z#le ro 15efe, and 
who were fo far from having a Right to them for Tirm of Life, 
that they had only the Adminittration of them in an Annu- 
al Magittracy ; ſo that our Author had beſt conſider how he 
advances fuch Poſitions, leſt he doth as much hurt one way, 
as he thinks to do fervice another. la a word, our Author 
hath pleaded the Cauſe of the Monafſteries, and hatharraign- 
ed the ſupprefiion of them ſeverely, tho as he ſaid concern- 
ing the burning of Hereticxs, he would not be thought to plead 
for it in this place. | 

XXV. He accuſes King Henry for giving Diſpenſations in p. 111. 
mattei's of Marriage againſt Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and be- 
cauſe he declared all Marriages to be lawful, that were not 
againfr Gods Law : Here, it in any thing, 'the perverſcne's 
ot the Church of Rowe appears, or rather their deſign to 0!:- 
I!gethe World to have oft recourſe to them, to pay them well, 
and to depend much on them; they have prohibited Murri- 
age 1n many degrees that were not forbid by the Law of God ; 
and to ballance this, they have ſuffered Marriages to be cor- 
tracted in the Degrees forbid by God ; tor the Pop2's power 
0: Diſpenſing is promoted both ways; they have added a 
n2w Contrivance of Spiritual Kindred ; and as the Prohibi- 
tons that they have ſet up, were unknown to the Antienc 
Church, ſo the Degrees that they have declared diſpenſible, . 
were believed by the Antient Church to be moral and indil- 
penfable: And yet after all this corruption of Eccleſiaſtical 
Liſcipline, they are in great wrath at the Reformers, becauſe 
they thought it was fit to return to the Degrees forbidby the 
law of Meſes, and to cut off theſe {uperadded Prohibirions, 

| which 
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whick were inventions to bring grift to thac Mill, where qt 
things were to be had, ſo men will come up to the Price 
There follow here a great many Inſtances, in which Kin 
Henry exerciſed his Supremacy, which our Author apers- 
vates all he can : But the Conſiderations that were propoſed 
in the firſt part, ſeem fully to ſarisfie all the difficulties that 
can be thought to ariſe out of them. 

XXVI. He tells us, that ſuch of the Privy Council x; 
complicd not with the Changes made in King Edward; 
Days, were turiacd out after ſome time; and names Biſho 
Tonſtal, Wriotheſiy the Chancellor, and che Earl of Arundt, 
and he adds, that the King had but one Parliament, cont. 
nued by Prorogation from Seffion to Seffion, till ar laſt*i 
ended in the death of the King. Here are matters of no 
great Conſequence, I confeſs : but theſe ſhew how carelef 
our Author was in examining the ſtory of our Reformation, 
and how eaſie he was to take upany Reports that might blaſt 
it. It will not appear a very extraordinary thing to ſee Pri- 
vy Counſellors turned out, that do not concur with the De 
ſigns that prevail. Some ſuch things have poffibly fallen out 
in ourown time ; and Men have no great cauſe to complain 
of a ſevere Adminiſtration, when this is all the rigour that is 
ſhewed to thoſe who oppole themſelves to the Tide. But our 
Author was mifinformed in all theſe Particulars. Tonfd 
went along with all that was done, and was contented to pro- 
coſt in Parliament againſt ſome Laws; but as ſoon as they 
were made, he gave a ready obedience to them ; and con: 


tinued to be {till in the Council, during the Duke of Somer- 


{ers Miniſtry. T#iotheſly was not turned out till after ſome 
time; but immediately upon King Henry's death, he had paft 
an illegal Patent, upon which, to prevent a ſeverer ſentence, 
he refign'd his Place ; but he continued ſtill to be of the Pri 
vy Council. And the Earl of Arundel continued to be of 
the Privy Council for many years, and long after tell to be 
in ill terms with the Duke of Northumberland ; and upon that 
an Enquiry was made into his Adminiſtration, and he was tt 
ned 12000 Pounds. But it is no wonder to find our Author 
miſtaken in matters of this Nature, when in ſo publick 2 
thing as that King Edward had but one Parliament in his 


whole Reign, he hath not been at the pains to turn m__ 
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Book of Statutes; for chere he would have found, that King 
Thward's firſt Parlizment was diffolved the 15th of April 
1552 and a {:20nd Parliament was called, and opened the 
6 of 14rch following, and was ditlolved the laſt day of 
| thar ſuns Month. So that there were two Parliaments in 
| this Reign, and the ſecond was diffolved by an A& of the 
| King's, 104 not by His death. I do confels theſe are not great 
| matters ; yer this may be drawn out of them, that our Au- 


* W thor, who pretends to have examined the Tranſactions of 
* WW {it time with ſo much exadnels, took things upon truſt, 
? WW vichout giving himſelf the trouble to enquire into them ſo 


| critically as was neceſlary for one that was reſolved to paſs 
| a Judgment upon them. 


| put upon the Biſhops, except in their own Cathedrals, which 
zzrecs ill with the Cenſure that Fox paſſes upon them, as 
DumbPrelatzs. And after this there was a general Inhibici- 
on on the whole Clzrgy, hindring them to preach, till a U- 
niform Ocder of Doctrine ſhould be ſet out ; in which ſome 
Biſhops, and other Learned M2n, were then employed by 
the King's Order. As for this Inhibition upon Biſhops to 
preach, except in their Cathedrals, ic is a Fiction of our Au- 
thor's, for which he can give no Vocicher; they were not fo 
much as reſtrained from giving Licenſes to preach, much leſs 
to preach themſelves over their Dioceſs. The ſecond and 
general Reſtraint, as it was but for a very ſhore while, ſo the 
Thing is very doubtful, and ſtands only o1 Fuller's Credit, 
whowas too careleſs a Writer to bs appealzd to in any mat- 
ter of Conſequence. 


{- 


wmin one kind, which, by all appearance, is that lately writ 
by th2 Biſhop of M:aux. This ſhaws, that the Auchor and the 
Publiſher is the ſam perſo:1, tho others pretend that the Au- 
thor is dzad many years ago. But ic ſe2m3 the Publiſher 
thought fit at leaſt co add ſome new touches ; and ſince he 
lidthar, he migit have thought ic worth the while to have 
x We anined at I23ft the Records publiſhed by Dr. Burner, and 
; {WI Hiſtory it ſelf might have been conſidered, as well as Mr. 
is Wl Fer's and Dr. Hezylm's. Bur ſince it ſeems our Author 
toughtthe Diſcourſe of the Communion inons kind fit tobe 
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XXVIIIL Our Author cites here the Diſcourſe of Commu- . 124. 
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recommended by him, I will take the liberty to recommend 
the Anſwer to it in French, by Monſieur Larroque, and that 
lately writ in Engliſh, in which the diſingenuity of the Dif. 
courſe mentioned by our Author, is laidopen beyond all po: 
ſibility of replying. 

XXIX. He tells us, that the Veneration of Images wasde- 
fined in a. General Council, the Second Nicene, which Counci] 
alſo juſtifies it by Antiquity. That Council hath been late. 
ly lufficiently expoſed by a Learned and Judicious Pen. 1; 
was neither a General Council, nor d'd it juſtifie what it de- 
fined by Antiquiry. The falſhood ol ſome of their Allegy 
tions, and the Imyertinences of the reſt, and the Inference; 
drawn from thoſe pretended Authorities, are all ſuch extra- 
vagant things, that they give a juſt prejudice againſt every 
thing that was defined by Men that were equally void of fin- 
ccrity, and of common ſenſe. 

RXKX. There follows from this to the end :of the Chay: 
tcr, a long and laborious Vindication of the Clergy inKing 
Edwards Time, in which our Author endeavours, by many 
Inſtances, of which ſome were menrioned in the Firſt Part, 
to make it appear, that the Clergy at that time gave only an 
ourward compliance, that they a&ted againft their Conſci- 
ences ; that the Severity of thattime, tho it went no further 
than to the ejecting them out of their Benefices, who refuſed 
ro comply ; and to the imprifoning of a very few, yet 
wrought ſo much upon their weakneſs, and their love of 
xMoney, that againſt their Perſwaſions they complied, both 
1:1 S:biciibing, Swearing, and Officiating in the Divine Sr 
vice. This ſhews our Author's found and good Judgment, 
that leads him to fancy, that he hath by this Plea done any 
thing bur blackned them in the moſt infamous manner that 
can be imagined. It had been much lefs fcandalous upon 
them to have owned that many of them were weak and cali 
Men, ignorant and tractable, and ſowere apt to be ſeduced, 
but that in Q, Mary's Time they returned again to their oi 
Perſiwalions. But this would not have ſerved our Author 
turn, who wanted ſomewhat to excule his own treacherous 
Compliance againſt his Conſcience for ſo many years, &Vvl 
ater he had all that Conviction, which he owns in his Book 


But if he hopes to excuſe his Crimes, by ſhewing that - 
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own Church hath produced in former times, Men as black 
and as criminal as himſelf, we do not envy him this Apolo- 

He might perhaps have another deſign in it, but of the 
{ame {iz of Sincerity and good Judgment with the other. 
He no doubt fancied, as many more perhaps did, that the 
Church of England had many more ſuch falſe Brethren as 
Himſelf in her Boſom, who wanted only good Colours and a 


fair Occaſion to declare themſelves, and ſo as he had been pre- 
| paring many Books, with which he hoped to overthrow us, 


when ever the time of publiſhing them ſhould come ; he tan- 
cied chis Repreſentation thar he gives of the Compliance of 
the Popiſh Party might offer co others like himſclf, ſome ex- 
cuſe for their diflembling fo long with God and Man, only 
that they might enjoy the Profits of a Benefice ; ſince ic can- 
not be ſo much as pretended, that there was any other Tenr 
ptation in the cal. But God be thanked, he hath had few 
Companions in his Apoſtacy or Treachery, lethim chuſe which 


| he will. | 
XXXI. Our Author cites a Paſſage out of a Letter of Q. p. 142. 


Mary's, written.in her Brother's time to the Privy-Council, in 
which thero is a Period. that overthrows a great many of his 
Aﬀertions. She ſays, That ſhe was well aſſured, that the King 
ber Father's Laws ere all allowed and conſented to, without com- 
pulſion by the hole Realm, both Spiritual ana Temporal. Now 
it the former part of the Citation he produces, makes a little 
againſt the Changes in King Edward's time, the latter part is 
4 {trong in the Juſtification of that which was done under 
\. Henry, I cannot leave this without taking notice of our 
Author's way of citing, which gives,the juſteſt cauſe of Sul- 
picion that can be. The words he cites are, I have offended ns 
Law ymleſs it be alate Law of your own making for the altering Mat- 
ters of Religion, which is net worthy to have the Name of a Law, 
both for, &c. and for the partiality uſed in the ſame. Now did 
wer Man before our Author, put an ec. in ſuch a place ? I have 
not Fix by mc, from whom luis is cited, but I am ſure this 
*y of cutting a Sentence doth not look fair. 


XXXII. I paſs over many Particulars, which are Ropetit- P- The 


Ms of things thathavs been already conſidered, relating to 
Me Inſtances in which the iing's Supremacy was exerciſed. 

aly where hecom plainsof the reſtoring the Cupto the Laity, 
* COtrary to the Injunction + the Council of C:nſfance, 1 
E muſt 
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muſt acknowledge his Sincerity in not pretending to carry the 
Violation of our Saviour's Inſtitution of the Sacrament high. 
er thanthe Fifteenth Century. We are not aſhamed to own, 
that our Reformers thought it better to follow the firſt Four- 
teen Centuries, eſpecially ſince our Lord's Inſtitution was xt 
the Head of them, than ſo late and ſo treacherous an Aſſem- 
bly, that had overthrown all the Confidence that can he 
among Men, as well as it had facrilegiouſly robbed the Pep 
ple of a Right that was derived to them by our Saviour's ex- 
preſs Words. 

P, 160, XXXIII. He quarrels the Form of Ordination ſet out in 
Edward the Sixth's Time, becauſe iz contradittion to all Ani: 
quity, that part was ca#t out by which a Biſhop gives to Priefts , 
Power to offer up Sacrifices, and to ſay Maſſes for the Dead ani 
the Living. It ſeems our Author knows Antiquity as well 
he doth the Hiltory of our Reformation ; otherwiſe he hal 
never pretended that a Form that 1s no elder than the Eighth 
Century, was the Practice of all Antiquity. This is fo clear 
to all who have examined this Matter, that 1t 15 needleſs to 
urge it farther. TheSilence of all ancient Authors, the Form 
mentioned by the Fourth Council of Carthage, by the Apiftr 
lical Conſtitutions, and by Denz the Areopagite, and the ancient 
Rituals printed by Morin, are ſuch clear Proofs in this mat 
ter, that I may well ſave my ſelf a farther Labour. 

bid, XXXIV. He gives another Exception againſt our Book df 
Ordinations, that in ſtead of the Oath of Submiſſion to the Pu 
triarch, there was another Oath preſcribed to the Temporal Print. 
Our Author muſt needs know, that the Oath which was for- 
merly ſworn to the Pope, was a plain Qath of Homage, ſuch 
as Subjects ſwear to their Princes, by which all Biſhops were 
bound to the Popes, and: to the Regalities of St. Peter, as t0 
their Leige Lord, in the ſame form of Words in which Vaſlal 
{wore Homage to their Superior Lords; and it was no wotr 
der to ſee our Legiſlators change that into an Oath of Supe 
macy to our Temporal Prince. In the Primitive Times ther 
was no ſuch thing 25 either Oath or Promiſe of Obedienceto 
Superiors in Ordinations; and it was not before the end of 
the Seventh Century that a Promiſe of Obccience was If 
quir'd: yet Charles the Great found ill Eftz&s of this, and 

7)Jer. can, xo, got it to be conderan'd by the unanimous Conſent of the x 


{c2.75. £.13- cond Council of Chalons ; And Radulphrs Glaber tells us, = 
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in the Eleventh @entury an ill Cuſtom was creeping in, that 


none was ordain'd Deacon till he had firſt ſworn Obedience Vit Gul. Abb. 
o his Biſhop. Among the Rizuals publiſhed by Morinus,in the Dyon. Cc 4+ 


Fourth there is only mention of a Promiſe of Submiflion and 
Obedience to the See; in the Ninth Ritual, which he be- 


| Heves to be about 7ao years old, there is an Oath of Obedi- 


ance indeed to the Patriarchal See; but this is far from any 
Claim to Antiquity, ſince it is plain it did not begin to be ex- 


| acted till the Popes began to raiſe their Pretenſions fir beyond 


that of a Patriarch ; and ſo this Oath was ſoon formed to fo 


| high a ſtrain, that no 'Temporal Prince whatſoever had his 


Subjes more ſtriftly bound to him, than all Biſhops were 


| ſubjeted to the Pope, as their Temporal as well as their Spirt- 


tual Head ; which will appear to every one who will give 
himſelf the trouble of reading it. 


XXXV. He quarrels our Liturgy for leaving the Qblation F. 152- 


to God of the Holy Euchariſt, as propitiatory or impetratory 
of any Benefits for the Living or to the Dead ; contrary to 
the Belief of former Churches and Councils. If by former 
he means the Ages of Darkneſs, that had preceded the Retor- 
mation, this we eſteem no Reproach ; bur if he will carry 
this matter higher, it is eaſie to ſhew they had no other No- 
tion of a Sacrifice in the Euchariſt, than ſuch as we ſtill re- 
tain, which is a Commemoration of that one Sacrifice, by 
which we were reconciled toGod,and a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 


| Thankſgiving upon it, which we ſtill retain, and according to 


the Spirit of the Ancient Church we uſe the Term Sacrifice. 


| Andhereour Author betrays that malignancy of Spirit which 


he bears our Church, in accuſing us for ſome Changes 
that our Reformers.made in the Liturgy, as if theſe had been 
Juch heinous things. Whereas the Changes that the Roman 
Church hath made have been of another nature, and they 
have fo altered all their Books of Divine Offices, that it any 
will compare the Ordo Remanrs, which was a Ritual of the 
Tenth or Eleventh Century, with the 24:/als at preſent, it will 
appear how inconſiderable the Changes chat our Reformers 
made, are, when compared to thoſe ot that Church, If any 
will take the pains to examine the Books of Ordination that 
ae collected by Aeorinzs, he will ſee, that the Prayers which 
In one Age were eftzemed the Forms of Ordimnation, came to 
be conſidered in another but as Preparatory Devotions : And 

H 2 that 
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that the Prayers which in one time were only Bleſlings after 
Orders given, were at another time looked on as the formy 
Words by which they were given. Since then all Churches, 
chiefly that of Reme, have fo often changed their Divine Of. 
fices, it is a very unreaſonable thing to reproach the Chu 
of England for having done it once or twice in the beginning 
of tiie Reformation. 

XXXVI. Our Author it ſeems thinks he hath a Privilege 
to reproach our Church, in ſpite of the cleareſt Diſcorerig 
that can be made ; ſo though that Worthy and Learned Per. 
ſon that anſwered his two Diſcourſes concerning the Red! 
Preſence, and the Adoration of the Sacrament, had from the 
light given in Dr. Burner's Hiſtory, anſwered the Obje&ion 
he had made from the Alteration in the Article of the Sacrs 
ment concerning the Preſence, a great deal of the Explanz 
tion that was made in Edward the Sixth's time, being left out 
under Q. Elizabeth : Yet it is clear, by the Original Subſcr: 
ption,which I my ſelf viewed in Berner College Library,that al 
the Clergy were of the ſame mind with thoſe of K. Edwards 
Time ; only upon a prudential Conſideration it was not 
thought neceſſary to publiſh it; fo that it was not caſt out, 
but ſuporeſſed. Common Decency ſhould have obliged our 
Author not to have mentioned this any more, or to have at: 
{wered that which had been faid upon it. But it ſeems with 
the new Religion he hath got, he hath received a moſtiinds; 
lible degree of Impudgence. i 

XXX VII. Our Author engages into a long Enquiry co 
cerning the Articles of Religion that were printed in King 
Edward the Sixth's Time ; and hath indeed offered ſome 
Things, that Jeem to leave it doubtful, Whether they were 
apreed toina Convocation, or not. Bur all this is a Matter 
of very {mall importance ; if theſe Articles were not paſſed 
in Convocation in King Edward's Reign, we are ſure they 
were agreed to in Convocation in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign. And it is no great matter to us, whether 
they are fen years older or later, that is, whether they were 
agreed to 1n the Year 1552, or in the Year 1562. Ir is more 
likely they were agrecd to in King Edwzrd's Time, for they 
were printed then with that Title; and though Impoſtures 
are but too ordinary to be determined by the baldnels of 2 


Title Page, yet things are ſeldom printed as flowing _ 
uc 


relating to the Engliſh Reformation. 
(ch a Publick Authority, when it is known that they are the 
Projects of a few Heads that would impoſe upon the World.Ic 
-2nnot now bs known from the Records of the Convocati- 
on, they being all burnt; bur ic is certain, that ſoon after, in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, theſe Articles were cver looked on 
as the Work of the Convocation in King Edward's Time. 
Nor is there any reaſon to think otherwiſe ; for by that time, 
1 which it is faid they were made, the Biſhopricks were ſo 


* Wl filed, and the Clergy were every where ſo compliant, that 
5 Wl there is no reaſon to think that the regular way was not ta- 
” WW ken in a Matter of this nature. As long as the Popiſh Party 
g was the Majority, our Reformers were obliged to carry Mat- 
L 


ers by ſome ſele&ted Biſhops and Divines, whoſe Propolitinns 


2 were enacted by the Civil Authority : but when the Clergy 
Wo v by degrees wrought to give a more univerſal Concur- 
" rence in the Reformation, which was done before the Year 


1552. we have no reaſon to think that the regular Method 
my BE neglected. But it is to very little purpoſe to f} pend many 
n words concerning a matter of ſinall conſequence, in which 
there is ſo little certainty. 


pal Pretenſions, not only for Depoſing, bur even for Aflaflina- 
1 Wl (ing Heretical Princes, in theſe words. It ſhall here be granted 

| (as being the Opinion of ſeveral Catholicks) that no General Coun- 
cl bath any Authority to make any EccleſiaFtical Law, which any 
way intrenches upon any Civil Right : nor any Foreign Prelate, hath 
Ambority to uſe a Temporal Power over Princes (when judged He- 
retical) to kill or depoſe them, or abſolve their Subje&ts from their 
Allegiance, The King is certainly much obliged to our Au- 
thor, who hath given him ſuch an Affurance of enjoying his 


oy Crown and his Life. For he grants it here, as he ſaid elſe- 
hey Where, he would not be thought to juſtific the burning of He- 


ricks in this Place. So here while he is in England, he will 
condemn theſe treaſonable Do@rines. The Ground upon 
which he condemns them is alfo ſuitable to the Condemna- 


mw_-.--- zMNA 
bet mn it ſel : For he ſays, that this is the Opinion of veal 
hey zholicks, This was modeſtly exprefled : For though tt 1s 
ures _ hat ſeveral of thoſe he calls Czthelzcks are of this mind, 
f 1 Wal Catholicks are not of it. So that the Dodrine of Mur- 


la ET Fg” 
Gng Kinzs is at leaſt a probable one ; and finc2 the Decrees 
| of 


XXXVIIE. Our Author ſhews how dry all his Conceflions p 
are in favour of the Civil Authority, in oppoſition to the Pa- * 
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their Furi/ditHion, yet as totheir Order, they were the ſame 
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of the Church of Rowe for the Depoling of Princes, fall ng 
only on thoſe that are Hereticks themſelves, but even on the 
Vautors and Favourers of Hereticks , 1 do not fee how his. 
jelty's Life is ſecured. For beſides the Prote&ion and Libery 
that he grants to Hereticks of his own Dominions, he hath 
received and encouraged the Refuges of another Prince 
which is to be a Favourer of Herefie of the worſt ſore, G 
that if Immuendoes were in faſhion, I do not ſce how our Ay. 
thor could defend himſelf againſt an Indictment of Treaſon, 
or at leaſt againſt an Information. Our Author, to let us ſe; 
how wary he is in his Conceflions, as he calls them, ends the 
Paragraph with another I: ſhall be granted here. For it i 
plain, he will not loſe an Inch of all the Papal Pretenſions, 
but will preſerve them entire to a better time. 

XXXIX. Our Author pretends that % Elizabeth's Supre 
macy was carried much higher, than had been granted by th 
former Clergy under K. Henry the 8h, The Allegations falſe 


tor the Supremacy was carried much higher under King Heyy, 


than it was under Q. Elizabeth, who, as ſhe would not ac 
cept of the Title of Head of the Church,lo ſhe explained her 
premacy, both in her own InjunRions, and in the ARs of 
Convocation and Parliament that followed, in ſo unexcepti 
onable a manner, that our Author himſelf hath nothing to 
object to it. He ſeems alſo to infinuate, as if the King's $ 
premacy were aſſerted by us, as a Grant of the Clergy; 
whereas we pretend to no ſuch thing. "The Civil Supremacy 
that we aſcribe to our Princes, is founded on the Laws of God, 
on the Rules of Humane Society, on the Laws of England 
and on the Practice of the Church for many Ages; 2ndKin 
Henry receiv'd no new {trengthning of his Title by the Ad 
the Clergy, which did not confer any new Authority on him, 
but only declared that which was already inherent in him, 
XL. Our Author enters into a long Diſcourſe to prove the 
Invalidicy of Orders granted in our Church, which he Cot 
ſo weakly, and yet, as he doth all other things, 1o tediouſl, 
and with ſo much Confuſion, that I have no mind to tollow 
him in all his wandrings. He ſeems to queſtion the Author 
rity of Suffragan Biſhops, who though they were limited asto 


with the other Biſhops. 


The Proceedings in Queen Mary's Time, were too full of 
Ircegularity 


+ 
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Irregularity and Violence, to be brought as Proofs, that the 
Orders given by King Edyard's Book, were not valid. * In a 
word, the Foundation of that falſe Opinion of ſome of the 
Church of Rome, was that ever ſince the Time of the Coun- 
cil of Florence, the Form in which Prieſts Orders were con- 
ferred, was believed to be the . delivering the Sacred Veſlels, 
with a power to offer Sacrifices for the Dead and Living. So 
they reckoned, that we had no true Prieſts, ſince that Cere- 
mony was ftruck out of our Ordinal, But the folly of all 
this is apparent, ſince Men began to examine the Ancient 
Rituals ; and thoſe which have been publiſhed by Morin, 
ſhew, that as this Rite is peculiar to the Rowan Church, 1o it 
waz not received before the Ninth Century. And ſince all Or- 
dations, during the firſt Eight Centuries, were done by the 
Impoſition of Hands and Prayer, then there can be no reaſon 
to queſtion our Orders, ſince we retain till all chat the Anci- 
ent Church thought neceſſary. 

As for the common obſervation of our Ordinals not being 
enacted by Queen Elizabeth, before the Eighth Year of her 
Reign, it hath, been ſo oft made and anſwered, that I am a- 
mazed to ſee our Author urge it any further. . Would he that 
hath diſputed ſo much againſt the Civil Authority's -medling 
in Matters Sacred, annul our Orders, becauſe the Law was 
not ſo clearly worded, with relation to that part of our Of 


| fices? The moſt that can poflibly be made our of this, is, that 


the Ordinations were not quite legal; ſo that one might have 
diſputed the payment of the Fru;zs. But this hath no relation 
to us, as we are a Church; in that the Book of Ordimnations 


| having been annexed tothe Book of Common-Prayer inKing 


Edward the Sixth's Time, the reviewing of the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer in Queen Elizabeth's Time was conſidered, as in- 
cluding th2 Book of Ordinarious. "Though irs not being ex- 
preſly named, this gave occaſion to Bonrer to queſtion the va- 
livity of theto in Law. Upon which the Explanatory Ae 
paſſed, declaring that it had been the intention of the Parlia- 
ment to include that in the Book of Common: Prayer. So 
that this Act only declared the Law, buc did not create any 

new Right. | 
1 tive now gone over all that I judged moſt material in 
this tedious Book. The darkneſs of che tile, the in.ny un- 
tied Periods, theyfrequent Repericions, che Ry _ 
; 0- 
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Quotations to very little purpoſe, above all the intricate w 
ot Reaſoning,made it a very ungrateful thing tome to wr 
through it. + In it one may ſee how much a Man may 1a 
and ſtudy to very little purpoſe. For how unhappy fas 
the Author hath been in his Pains, it cannot be deniedt _ 
hath been at a great deal to compaſs it. But a Man thaty 
ther {zes things diſtinaly, nor judges well of them, the if 
he toils ahout them, he entangles himfelf and his Rexdef 
much the more. So that never was fo much pains tak 
leſs purpoſe. 2 * i 
If our Author gives us many more Books of this fizg, "By 
as to Sincerity and good Reaſoning, he will quickly cureff 
World of the Miſtake in which they were concerning Hit 
He paſſed once for a Learned Man, and 'he had paſſe} 
ſtill, if he had not taken care to'Fet the World ſee, by 10 
ny repeated Eſſays, -how falſe a Title he hath to that Repap 
tion which had fallen upon him. But it ſeems his Since 
and good Judgment are of a piece. Otherwile as he couldhg 
obtrude on the World the Falſhoods concerning latter titi 
and the Ignorance of Antiquity that appears. in all his Bed 
ſo when 1o many have been at the pains to diſcover botf 
Miſtakes, and his Impoſtures , he would either have can 
{ed them, or ſome way excuſed them. But it is no wonde 


{ee a Man that diſſembled fo long with God, and'thit hy# 
oft to him, ſerve the World now, as he did his God for fo wall 
Years. al 
I pray God touch his Heart, and give him a Repentaf 
proportioned to the heinouſneſs of his Sins, by which he hath 
given fo much Scandal to the Atheiſtical fort of Men, wi 
trom him muſt be tempted to draw ſtrange Conſequen 
And he hath certainly brought a greater Reproach: on 'thi 
Church to which he hath gone over, than all the Servicsli 
can ever render them in his uſeleſs and confounded Writing 
will be able to wipe off. & 

But ro whomlſoever he hath been a Reproach, our Churglt 
hath no ſhare 1 it, fince of him, and of ſuch as he is, we mw 
lay; They went out from ws, but they were not of ws * For if thi! 
had been of ws, they would no doubt have continued with ws; bt 


they went out, that it might be made manifeſt that they were not a 


of 7:5. 
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